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For The Sunday-School Times, 
GATHERING SEED. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


Out in the highways, wherever we go, 

Seed we must gather and seed we must sow; 
Even the tiniest seed has a power, 

Be it of thistle or be it a flower. 


Here, where it seems but a wilderness-place, 
Wanting in beauty, and wanting in grace, 
Some gentle creature in tenderness goes, 
Plucking the nettle and planting the rose. 


Out of those gardens so gorgeous with flowers, 
Seed we may gather to beautify ours; 

While from our own little plot we may spare 
Something to render our neighbors’ more fair. 


Out of each moment some good we obtain, 
Something to winnow and scatter again; 
All that we listen to, all that we read, 

All that we think of, is gathering seed. 


‘Gathering seed we must scatter as well; 

‘God will watch over the place where it fell; 

Only the gain of the harvest is ours: 

Shall we plant nettles? or shall we plant flowers? 


That which we gather is that which we sow; 
Seed time and harvest alternately flow; 

When we have finished with Time ’twill be known 
How we have gathered, and how we have sown! 
—> <> > 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


“One Door.” 


OME one has called heaven ‘‘a palace 
with many doors.’’ Musing over the 
words, I dreamed a dream, and in my 
dream I saw a shining palace, through 
whose wide halls the happy inmates roved 
at will, where rarest flowers bloomed, and 
thousands of silvery harps made music day 
and night. And I saw that while there 
were many ways of egress, there was but 
one entrance—one door through which all 
who would enter the palace must consent 
to pass. There were many who tried to 
find ‘‘some other way,’’ but without suc- 
cess; even the white-winged beings who 
left the palace for a little while on some 
errand of love, could re-enter only through 
that pearly door. 
And while I was-wondering, waking from 
my dream, I remembered that Christ has 


enter in, he shall be saved ;’’ and they who 
hope to gain entrance through any other, 
will at last find even that door closed 
against them. M. B. §&. 


—_—_—_———a > 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE TIME OF THE FRUIT. 


.“‘And when the time of the fruit drew near.”’— 
Matthew 21: 34. 


bigger age in your little class, gathered 

around you, you have the vineyard 
aleady planted. It is furnished and hedged 
about with tower and wine-press, complete. 
Then why are you there? Why do you 
occupy that chair Sabbath after Sabbath? 
To cultivate the vineyard? Will you al- 
ways be cultivating? Are you willing to 
be always cultivating? What is the tower 
for, but to watch for souls? The wine- 
press, but to press them in ? 

‘*And when the time of the fruit drew 
near.’”? A time is distinctly mentioned, 
in which the fruit is expected of you. It is 
expected of you, not of your successor. 
These souls are to be stars in your crown 
of rejoicing, not in the crown of the one 
who will come after you. 

Do you urge upon your class to come with 
you ‘‘ and taste that the Lord is gracious?” 
or do you speak to them as going down to 
perdition, if they do not turn at once and 
repent? ‘'God commendeth his love to- 
ward us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us.’?” How many children are 
frightened away from ‘‘the kingdom” by 
those teachers who should have drawn 
them in instead. Gather them in! Ga- 
ther them in! Make plain the open door. 
Show them the bleeding hands and pierced 
side of the Saviour oftener than you point 
them to ‘‘the worm that dieth not, and the 
fire that is not quenched.’’ True, they are 
sinners, standing in danger, but as yet they 
are not hardened sinners. They have not 
likely ‘‘stoned’’ God’s messengers, or de- 
fied the authority of the Heir. They are 
sinners against a broken law, and as such 
are subject to God’s wrath. Yet they are 
conscious of a want, and desirous of a re- 
conciliation through the blood of the Re- 
deemer. Else, the dear children would not 
be so accessible. It is for yow, dear teacher, 
judiciously to direct their steps. It is for 
you to gather into the garner this and that 
precious one; so that when the Householder 
shall send his servant, ‘‘ the fruits shall be 
rendered unto him in .their season,” and 
you shall have the ‘‘stars in your crown of 





said, ‘‘I am the door; by meif any man 


rejoicing.” A. E. W. 








For The Sunday-Schoel Times, 


Our Catholic Neighbors. 

| is is common for some teachers, when in 

search of scholars for the Sunday- 
school, to pass by Roman Catholic homes, 
though they are teeming with children. Op- 
position is usually so distasteful that few 
have the ccurage to meetit. But there isa 
traitor in every one’s heart that gives way 
before real, loving, kindly interest. The 
door cannot long remain barred where this 
is manifested. Especially do attentions in 
times of sickness or want open the hardest 
hearts, and make them forever grateful. 
Show yourself a friend to your Catholic 
neighbors, and you may plead with them 
as earnestly as you will to send their chil- 
dren to your Sunday-school. They will 
find it hard to resist such appeals, and once 
secure the children until they are attached 
to the school, and it will be hard for even 
the priest to tear them away. A Catholic 
paper complains bitterly that ‘‘two hun- 
dred thousand children are lost every year 
to the Catholic faith in this country,’’ most 
of them through the influence of our Sun- 
day-schools. What a glorious encourage- 
ment for us to persevere! Let us all resolve 
as teachers to make an effort, at least, to 
bring in all the Catholic children in our 


neighborhood to the Sunday-school. God 
will not fail to bless such an effort. 
J. E. L. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


PROVOKE NOT TO WRATH. 
BY THE REY. J. T. CRANE, D. D. 

Wwere was it, in the story book, who told 

a little boy that he must not sniff, 
because little boys that sniff never go to 
heaven? What the author of the story in- 
tended to convey by this does not appear. 
Perhaps he aimed merely to excite the sense 
of the ludicrous by associating things so 
immeasurably disproportionate and incon- 
gruous. 

But the extravagance and irreverence of 
the writer to whom allusion is made need 
not prevent our ‘‘improving”’ theimaginary 
incident. Do not parents sometimes be- 
little the things of God by appealing to the 
divine authority on very trivial occasions? 
It is indeed true that the will of God should 
govern us in trifles, as well as in matters 
which we call important. It is also true 
that the idea of God should be familiar to 
the mind, and thedivine name beoften upon 
ourlips. Nevertheless, we should beware of 
solemnly invoking divine authority on oc- 
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casions where no moral principle is directly 
involved. If you tell your little boy that 
he must not sniff, because, if he does, he 
disobeys his mother, and little boys who 
disobey their mothers are bad boys, -and 
God does not love bad boys; and those 
whom God does not love never go to hea- 
ven; therefore, if he sniffs, he will never 
go to heaven, his mind skips the interven- 
ing links of the logical chain, and connects 
the alleged offence directly with the threat- 
ened penalty. Is it marvellous if he is 
tempted either to be doubtful of the truth, 
or angry at the injustice, of what he has 
been told? He may feel this temptation, 
in its power, long before his scanty vocabu- 
lary enables him to express it. 

But this method of securing obedience 
has another very weak point. Are those 
who perpetually invoke the divineauthority 
over every little trifle pious and conscien- 
tious above their fellows? In some cases, 
at least, do they not frequently appeal to 
these solemn considerations to save them- 
selves trouble? They may be too weak to 
exercise needful authority; or too indolent 
to give needful attention to their duty. 
They want to find an easy way of control- 
ling their families; and therefore, in sea- 
son and out of season, they threaten them 
with the divine anger, on the same princi- 
ple and with no higher aim than others 
show who terrify their children into sub- 
mission by allusions to the wolf in the dark 
hole under the stairs, or the big black man 
who lives out in the woods. The strategy 
soon loses its power. Itis soon understood 
by the child to be only a piece of strategy, 
employed by the parent to save trouble, or 
hide the weakness of a will which proves 
too feeble for the work it has attempted. 

Where this method of appeal is pursued 
merely as strategy, it is apt not only to be 
valueless, but injurious. A contest occurs. 
The parent tries to be firm, but the effort is 
a strange work, and threatens every mo- 
ment to give way. The child is eager, 
passionate, and obstinate. The difficulty 
assumes the shape of an angry debate, noisy 
and rapid in utterance. The child asserts 
his own will, and defies control. The pa- 
rent is swept along before the tide of passion 
and clamor, and as a last resort, asks if he 
knows where bad little boys go when they 
die? Ofcourse he roars out that ‘‘ he don’t 
care; he don’t want to go to heaven,”’ and 
is set down asa case of uncommon depra- 
vity. Ina word, our appeals to conscience 
and allusions to the divine will are most 
impressive when it is clear that we do not 
make them for our own convenience, to 
save an indolent nature from exertion, or a 
feeble one from defeat. When our control 
over our children is complete, without this 
reinforcement, it will be apparent that the 
religious advice and admonition which we 
give them are prompted by true regard for 
their souls, and not by craft and indolence. 
The hour of strife and passion is seldom a 
favorable time to teach religion. The golden 
hour is the hour of calmness and peace. 


a me em 


WatcH !—Vigilance is the safety-lamp 
of life. 








For The Sunday-School Times. 
Impatience for Results. 


I HAD lately several slips of geranium 

given me in a bouquet of flowers, and 
my mother planted them in flower pots and 
put them in her sunny kitchen window. I 
do not know whether they will grow or not. 
I went this afternoon to look at them, and 
felt very much tempted to pull one of them 
up to see if it really had taken root. I won- 
dered at myself as I contemplated my im- 
patience. 

It reminded me how often Christian gar- 
deners spoil their careful plantings by being 
too impatient to know whether they have 
taken root. Some ministers, and some 
teachers, as well as fathers and mothers, 
after presenting the glad tidings of the gos- 
pel through Jesus Christ, are so impatient 
that they prevent the plant from taking 
root. They continually question the soul 
in whom they are interested, to find out 
how it is growing. Much harm is thus 
done. Sons and daughters have been dis- 
gusted, and God has often prevented the 
parents from seeing the result of their la- 
bors. Ministers of the gospel and Sunday- 
school teachers have lacked faith in God, 
and by over anxiety have driven their 
charges further from the truth. or have 
made the soil over the plant so shallow by 
continually digging at it, that the poor plant 
is like the seed sown in shallow ground, 
enduring for a time and then fading away. 
The next planter in that place has double 
trouble, for he is often obliged to make new 
ground in order to produce the proper 
growth. Let us, dear Christian workers, 
think more seriously of this matter, and 
put our whole trust in God’s power and 
promise. E, L. 

—_—_—_—_—_———XK—_OQDE OO 


THE DENOMINATIONS. 


SOMETIMES think that the different 
denominations will continue forever. 
They are of no hurt to the church of God, 
but a great blessing; for some of them take 
up one point of truth which is neglected, 
and others take up another: and so, be- 
tween themall, the whole of truth is brought 
out; and it seems to me that the church is 
even more one than if all the various sec- 
tions were brought together into one grand 
ecclesiastical corporation; for this would, 
probably, feed some ambitious person’s va- 
nity,and raise up another dynasty of priest- 
craft, like the old Babylon of Rome. Per- 
haps it is quite as well as it is; but let each 
body of Christians keep to its own work 
and not sneer at the work of others. Let 
each one feel, ‘‘ Now we have this to do, 
and we will do it in the name of God.”’ Let 
each body of Christians try to correct its 
neighbor in its errors and mistakes, but let 
each work hand in hand, and stand foot to 
foot in the common battle and the common 
service; for, O my brethren, the time will 
come when our little narrow jealousies will 
all melt away like the hoar frost when the 
sun arises. When the King shall come in 
his glory, or we are carried to the other 
side of the stream of death, and see beyond 
the curtain which parts us from the invisi- 





ble world, we shall look with very different 
eyes upon some things which seem so im- 
portant now. We shall then see that God 
has forbidden us to glory in anything but 
the cross of Christ, and that the one thing 
needful, after all, to contend for was, ‘‘ By 
grace are ye saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”— 
Spurgeon. 
————a 


For the Sunday-School Times, 
Teachers’ Libraries. 


HESE are worthy of thought. They 

can be formed by the gift or the offer of 
the use of volumes. These collections need 
not be large. In aconvenient place they 
may be consulted by teachers at certain 
times in the week, or taken home for 
a few days. Much will be gained from 
a library having in it such books as Thom- 
son’s two volumes of ‘‘The Land and the 
Book ;’’ Hibbard’s ‘ Palestine ;’’ Robin- 
son’s ‘‘ Researches ;’’ Stowe’s ‘‘ History of 
the Books of the Bible;’? Andrews’s ‘‘ Life 
of Our Lord;’’ Bible Dictionaries; the 
hand-books and manuals fresh from the 
pens of the best Sunday-school thinkers of 
the present, and many other or different 
books which pastors and Sunday-school 
workers can suggest. c..P. H, 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


A HARD WAY. 


O, teacher, I can’t be a Christian,” 

‘“*Can’t? Why, you told me you 
wished to be.’’ 

‘*T do, but the way is so hard.” 

‘‘Then you think God might have made 
some other way ; a better way, do you?” 

‘* Well, I suppose it will sound so to you, 
and it does seem so to me.’’ 

‘* Let me tell you an incident I heard not 
long since: Three Scottish boys, Hugh, 
James and Robert were playing among the 
cliffs, searching for nests, and trying to 
outdo each other in running and climbing. 
In clambering about they descried a cave. 
Down the cliff they hastened and entered 
the cave. When they had enjoyed its no- 
velties long enough they thought of home, 
but to their horror found they could not 
get out the same way they came in. In- 
deed they soon found that unaided they 
could never get out. At length, in utter 
despair, they cried as loudly as they could, 

‘Father, father, come and help us!’ 

‘‘ The father, who, with a band of neigh- 
bors was searching for his children, at 
length heard their cries. He came to the 
edge of the cliff, and told Hugh to take the 
rope which he should let down to him. 

‘“*Tie it so tightly,’ he said, ‘that you 
cannot undo it, for when you come to the 
edge of the cave and look down into the 
abyss, you will be afraid, and perhaps try 
to untie the rope.’ : 

‘‘Hugh tied the rope, but not as his fa- 
ther had commanded. He ieftit so that he 
could untie it if he wished. When he came 
to the edge of the cave, where he was to 
throw himself over the abyss, to be drawn 
up by his father, then his courage failed 
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him. He feared the rope would break, or 
his father would uot be strong enough to 
draw him up, so he thought he would untie 
the knot and jump back. Just then his 
father pulled the rope and he was thrown 
down the precipice and dashed to pieces. 

‘¢ Phen the father begged James to tie the 
rope tightly around him. He thought he 
would, but when he looked over the cliff, 
he, too, feared his father would drop him, 
and so he left the rope just as his brother 
had done, and soon shared his fate. 

“Then the father besought Robert to 
trust his way, and let him save his life in 
the manner he wished, for he knew best. 
Robert looked at the abyss and thought of 
his two dead brothers. Then he said, 

‘** My father’s way is the best. Itis the 
only way I can be saved. Iwill tie the 
rope as he commanded.’ 

‘In a few minutes Robert was safe in his 
father’s arms.” 

* * * * * & * * 

What do you think of your Father’s way, 
my pupils? Doesit seem hard to you? It 
is the best, the safest, the only way. Will 
you not try it? Then you will find it no 
longer a hard way, for the yoke is easy and 
the burden is light. ‘*‘ His ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and all his paths are 
peace.’’ S. R. M. 

+ <> +___ 
Selected for The Sunday-School Times, 
ASK! . 
(Ezekiel 36: 37.) 


ANY years ago, in a retired part of ihe 
country, a few pious people associated 
themselves together in a small room for re- 
ligious worship. The success which attend- 
ed them suggested the idea of endeavoring 
to build a small place of worship. All 
agreed in the plan, but there was one for- 
midable object in the way. The only land 
eligible was in the possession of a man 
well known to bea violent opposer of all 
who differed from himself in religious opi- 
nions. Yet there was no alternative, and 
it was suggested that they should have re- 
course to prayer for the removal of this dif- 
ficulty. Two out of this littl company 
were appointed to make proposals to the 
owner of the land for the purchase of it. 
Before the time appointed for making this 
application, it was agreed that a whole 
night should be spent in prayer for the Di- 
vine blessing. on the enterprise. The fol- 
lowing morning found the two delegates, 
with anxious hearts, making their way to 
the rich man’s house. They found him at 
home, and soon disclosed the object of their 
visit, saying they would cheerfully pay 
him the value of the land. No sooner did 
he hear the proposition than, with great 
indignation, he bade them begone, and 
with much incivility turned them out of 
his house. 

Cn returning to their friends and making 
known their disheartening reception, some 
who were strong in faith, proposed that 
they should pass another night in prayer, 
and especially importune the Controller of 
all events, that he would incline the proud 
land-owner to listen to their request. This 





they did, and sent the same two delegates 
the next day to make anothér attempt to 
effect the purchase of the land. Again they 
were introduced to the prejudiced and un- 
courteous man; but vow he received them 
kindly, apologized for the haughtiness of 
his behaviour the day before, and acceded 
to the sale of the land, adding, 

‘“T cannot tell how it is, but I have had 
no sleep all night for thinking of you and 
your chapel, and have now made up my 
mind to let you have the piece of land you 


want.”’ 
a ee 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Power of Habit. 


66 —— enough,’’ you say, ‘‘to attend 
to your soul? You have youth, 
health, a long life before you. Some time 
by-and-by, you will consider the claims of 
religion.’’ Listen to this, which I lately 
heard in solemn emphasis from the pulpit: 
A man in the very prime of life was 
tying on his death-bed. Paralysis had 
seized upon his body. It was creeping up, 
slowly and surely, tohis heart. His very 
hours were numbered. A faithful minister 
of God sat beside him, showing him the 
way of life. He was agonized in the effort 
to listen, to comprehend, but the old habit 
of years bound him so firmly, that he could 
not fix his mind upon what his friend was 
saying. His life had been spent in the ac- 
quisition of wealth. Honestly, honorably 
it had been gained. There was no stain 
upon it, but yet it proved the mill-stone to 
drag him down. 

‘**Why—why!”’ he exclaimed, in a voice 
of keenest anguish, ‘‘ at this awful moment, 
can I think of nothing but my bank- 
stocks ?”’ 4 

And so he died. If all your time, all you 
thought, all your plans, are devoted to 
anything earthly, how do you know that 
in the dying hour, you will be able to over- 
come the habit of a life, and seriously think 
of your future? 

Reader, you haveasoul to save! It is 
time you were seeking its salvation now! 
How? By ‘looking unto Jesus!”’ 

M. E. M. 





a 
For The Sunday-School Times, 


The Yoke of Christ. 


HERE are apparent contradictions in 
the Bible. There are none which are 
real, Statements conflict only in appear- 
ance. They have the shadow, but not the 
substance of inconsistency. Many persons 
find difficulty in reconciling the utterances 
of Christ in respect to the toils and plea- 
sures of the Christian life. At one time 
Christ tells of life-long toil and self-sacrifice, 
and again we hear him saying, ‘‘ My yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.’’ How shall 
these facts be reconciled ? 

Reflect that almost every man has some 
form of religion, something which he uses 
as the rule of his life and conduct. From 
the man who idolizes self to the pagan who 
bows down to gods which his ‘‘own hands 
have made,”’ there isin the heart of man 
some object of worship. He has—whatever 








his creed may be—some evil to avoid, some 
good to gain, some precept to obey. To 
every form of religion, whether its leading 
principle is one of selfishness or of self-de- 
nial, there is a cross and yoke. Look at 
the pain and trouble of the selfish man. 
He lives for this life only. Is he happy? 
No; for he makes life one unending sacri- 
fice for pleasure, which continually eludes 
his grasp. He looks to the coming years to 
bring him joy, but they only mock his 
hopes, and leave him more miserable than 
he was before. See the requirements of the 
Roman Catholic religion—fasts, penances, 
and slavery of the intellect, which God 
made to be free—these are the yokes of its 
iron bondage. Mohammedanism is scarcely 
better. Whatis required of the followers of 
Buddha, the founder of the ‘‘ philosophical’’ 
religion? A rule of conduct more rigorous 
than the Jewish ceremonial law; aslavery 
to forms and customs; devotion to a theory 
which holds out but little hope of future 
good; while it sets forth the possible evils 
of the great hereafter in bold relief. 

And so with all the varied forms of hu- 
man religion. They impose a bondage of 
heart and mind. By the side of these, the 
religion of Christ, although requiring un- 
swerving allegiance to its Founder, is the 
truest liberty. So that, while there are 
other ways of reconciling our Saviour’s ex- 
pression, this is one, that, while the Chris- 
tian religion does require self-sacrifice and 
constant, earnest toil, yet, compared with 
other religions, its ‘‘ yoke is easy’”’ and its 
“burden is light.’’ J. E. R. 


——_____- <>. 


IT Is TOO MUCH. 


HEN the Danish missionaries sta- 
tioned at Malabar set some of their 
converts to translate a catechism in which 
it was asserted that believers became ‘‘ the 
sons of God,’’ one of the translators was so 
startled that he suddenly laid down the pen 
and exclaimed, ‘‘It is toomuch. Let me 
rather render it, ‘They shall be permitted 


to kiss his feet!’ ”’ 
<a > 


Evening Prayer. 


Take unto thyself, oh, Father! 
This folded day of thine, 
This weary day of mine; 

Its ragged corners cut me yet, 

Oh, still they jar and fret! 

Father! do not forget 
That I am tired 
With this day of Thine, 


Breathe thy pure breath, watching Father, 
On this marred day of thine, ’ 
This, wandering day of mine; 

Be patient with its blur and blot, 

Wash it white of stain and spot, 

Reproachful eyes! remember not 
That I have grieved thee, 
On this day of thine! 

—Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, in The Congregationalist. 
————_————> <> o—____- 

‘* ALMOST twenty years since,’’ says a 
pious old writer, ‘‘I heard a profane jest, 
and still remember it. How many pious 
passages of far later date have I forgotten ! 
It seems my soul is like a filthy pond, 
wherein fish die soon and frogs live long. 
Lord, raze this profane jest out of my me- 
mory.”’ 
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LESSON No. 46. 
(For Sunday, November 14, 1869.) 


The Householder 
and Wicked Husbandmen. 


TEXT.—Marrt. 21: 33-41. 
PARALLELS.— Mark 12: 1-12; Luke 20: 9-19. 


Verse 33. Hear another parable: There was a 
certain householder which planted a vineyard, 
and hedged it round about, and eo a wine- 
os in it, and built a tower, and let it out to hus- 

andmen, and went into a far country. 34. And 
when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen, that they might re- 
ceive the fruits of it. 35. And the husbandmen 
took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, 


and stoned another. 36. Again, he sent other ser- 


vants more than the first: and they did unto them 
likewise. 37. But last of all he sent unto them his 
son, saying, They will reverence my son. 38. But 
when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 
39. And they caught him, and cast him out of the 
vineyard, and slew him. 40. When the lord there- 
fore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto 
those husbandmen? 41. They say unto him, He 
will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will 
let out Ais vineyard unto otaer husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons, 


HISTORICAL CONNEXION. 


The parable was spoken on Tuesday, the third 
day of the Passion Week. Returned from Bethany 
to the city. While Jesus was teaching in the Tem- 
ple, a commission of the Sanhedrim demanded by 
what authority He did and spake such things. 
Their question was foiled by the counter-query 
concerning the baptism of John (verse 24), and was 
followed up by the parable of the Two Sons, and by 
this one of the Husbandmen, It is important to 
remember that the Sanhedrim had already de- 
creed Christ's death (John 11: 57), and would un- 
hesitatingly have executed it, had not—as De Pres- 
sense puts it—“‘the enthusiasm of the pilgrims, 
come up to the feast, enforced more cautious pro- 
ceedings. The new comers were less easily led than 
the habitual population of Jerusalem, Jesus, when 
He appeared in the Temple, upborne in a manner, 
on the popular tide, was not an enemy to be crush- 
ed atasingle blow. It was needful to temporize 
and have recourse to artifice.” Hence we find the 
various parties uniting to form a temporary Party 
of Hostility to Jesus, and to manufacture out of 
His own words and actsa public sentiment suffi- 
ciently hostile to allow the quiet execution of their 
murderous decree, Theinvariable issues of these 
successive intellectual conflicts are among the 
most notable evidences of Christ’s Divine supe- 
riority. 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 33. Hear—To the people, Luke says, but in 
the hearing of the Sanhedrim folks.—Verse 45. 
Vineyard—“ In Judah, more than elsewhere, are to 
be seen on the sides of the hills, the vineyards, 
marked by their watch-towers and‘walls, seated on 
their ancient terraces—the earliest and latest sym- 
bol of Judah. The ‘vine’ was the emblem of the 
nation on the coins of the Maccabees, and in the 
colossal cluster of golden grapes which overhung 
the porch of the second Temple.”—Stanley’s Sinai 
and Palestine. The vineyard represents the King- 
dom of God, at first contained within Israel, with 
the True Vine, planted in Moses’s time, with- 
init. This parable hasan Old Testament parallel 
in Isaiah 5: 1-7. Hedged it—By the Law, against 
the immoral and idolatrous practices of the sur- 
rounding heathen. Even now the restrictions of 


*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1869, by J. O. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
ofthe District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 





the church are wisely based upon this idea.—See 
Zech, 2:5. Even physically, Palestine was hedged 
round about by its remarkable geographical posi- 
tion and geological conformation. Wine-press—Or 
rather vat or trough into which the juice of the 
grape was drained, through a grated opening in 
the press or trough in which the grapes were trod- 
den. This vat was usually “digged” in the rock or 
ground. Tower—Watch-tower, used when the 
grapes were about ripe. These details showing the 
complete furnishing of the vineyard, represent the 
perfect equipment of the Church for outer defence 
and for the inner life. “What could have been done 
more to my vineyard that I have not done in it?’’ 
—Isaiah 5:4. This is true of every soul under the 
Gospel; the penitent has every possible help, the 
ungodly is stripped of every plea of excuse, and 
God is justified when He judges. Let it out—On 
shares, as we would say. Husbandmen—The Jewish 
church, but especially her authorized guardians, 
the priests and scribes. Went—Which simply says, 
in tie fit imagery of the parable, that God, having 
given men all advantages possible, left them to im- 
prove them—to ‘work out their own salvation”— 
in the expectation of a final account. 


34. When the time of the fruit—God asks nothing 
unreasonable or untimely, only what is due, and in 
the due time. Servants—The prophets, whose call 
was special, and whose work was peculiar, as com- 
pared with the priests and scribes, whose office 
was prescribed and perpetual. They began to ap- 
pear about 430 years after the Exodus, continuing 
until John the Baptist. Receive the fruits—‘ Not 
certain works, or a state of integrity and rectitude ; 
but repentance, and the inward desire after that 
true spiritual r'ghteousness which the law could 
not produce.” —Olshausen. 

35, 36. Sent other servanis—‘‘The different send- 
ings must not be pressed; they probably imply the 
Su'lness and sufficiency of warnings given, and set 
forth the long-suffering of the householder ; and 
the increasing rebellion of the husbandmen is 
shown by the increasing ill-treatment of the mes- 
sengers.’’—Alford. Killed—The tradition was that 
Jeremiah was stoned by the exiles in Egypt, and 
Isaiah sawn asunder by King Manasseh.—See Heb. 
11: 36. More— Superior in number, virtue and au- 
thority. The increase of ¢he call is no sign of a nore 
faithful people.’’—Bengel. 


37. Last of all—Hw often our noblest blessings 
are our last opportunities! The superiority of 
‘Jesus to the prophets is here most plainly brought 
out.—See Hebrews 3: 5, 6 The words of St. 
Mark are here most touching: ‘‘ Having therefore 
one son, his well beloved, he sent him also 
last unto them.’ Here is the climax of 
Divine love; its highest conceivable manifestation 
tomen. This is the Measure of God’s love to the 
world.—John 3: 16. This is the eternal and unan- 
swerable Commendation of God’s love.—Rom. 5: 8. 
They will reverence—Spoken from the stand-point 
of man’s duty ; reading the thoughts of God as they 
seem to us from His providences, 


38. Saw the son—These are they who were bidden: 
“Behold the Lamb of God!’ Among themselves— 
The ungodly strengthen each other in council. 
This is—They sinned with full knowledge of their 
guilt. The heir—See Hebrews 1: 2 “The Lord 
Christ is Heir of all things, not as God, but as man; 
for, as God, He is Maker of all.’’—Theodoret, in 
Trench. Come, let us kill him—So said Joseph’s bre- 
thren of him.—See Genesis 37: 19. The beginning 
of crime is the sinful purpose. Lord, help me to 
keep my heart with diligence! Seize on his inheri- 
tance—The Law, with its types and shadows, was 
“until John;” its purpose was to “lead to Christ.” 
But when Christ had indeed come, and when He 
sought to take away the old, and to bring in better 
things, the “Husbandmen,” the Jewish officials, 
were unwilling to have their prerogatives and pri- 
vileges taken from them. The old system gave 
them material advantages which the new would 
take away. Hence the priests and doctors wanted 
to hold the church in their own interests, and with- 
hold it from Him who came to perfect it.—How 
often since has the glorious Gospel—the Kingdom 
of God, the inheritance of Christ, been seized, 
usurped by selfish priests and rulers, for their own 
aggrandizement! 


39. They cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him 
—So Jesus was led forth, and slain without the gate. 
—See John 19: 17, and Hebrews 138: 12,13. Here is 





——.. 


the climax of human gnilt!—Yet, oh, my heart, 
how often has the dear Lord been slain within thee 
and cast out from thee! 

40, 41. Cometh—At the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Bengel. In the person of that murdered Son, risen 
from the dead.—Stier. What will he do?—What re- 
mains to be done but to execute judgment? Mercy’s 
sweet resources have all been exhausted; neither 
Divine love nor human guilt can go further; the 
cup of mercy is drained, the measure of guilt is 
full. There remaineth therefore.—Hebrews 10: 27, 
They say—Thus out of theirown mouth God con- 
demns the rejectors of Christ. Other husbandmen— 
The Gentiles. Which shall render—The abusers of 
Divine mercies are deprived of them, and the de. 
spised blessings given to others, who shall render 
God “ the fruits in their seasons.’’ But the season- 
able rendering of fruits is the unalterable condi- 
tion of possession of the Kingdom.—Lord, help me 
to sow beside all waters, that I may not fail of fruit 
for every season! 


————— 


ANALYSIS. 
(For the Pastor's Desk.) 


I. THE ELECTION OF GRACE.—Israel chosen and 
endowed with every blessing. 


II. THE PROGRESS OF SIN. 
III, THE PATIENCE OF GoD. 


IV. THE CLIMAX OF DIVINE LOVE.—God sends 
His Well Beloved. The cup of mercy drained. 


V. THE CLIMAX OF HUMAN GuILT.—Christ cru- 
cified. Do you crucify the Son of God afresh ? 


VI. THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT.—Hebrews 10: 27, 
8 -1f-condemned. 


VII. TRANSFERRED BLESSINGS. 


ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS. 


(44> Designed, in chief, to aid teachers in study- 
ing the Lesson, and for use in teachers’ meetings.] 


Verse 33. When was this parable spoken? What 
called it out? What was the motive of the Sanhe- 
drim? What had led to this course? To whom 
was the parable addressed? What did the vine- 
yard represent? When had God “planted” it? 
What similar parable in the Old Testament? What 
is the “‘hedge?”’ How did the law serve as such? 
What is the use of the wine-press (vat) and tower? 
What do these details signify? Is this true of us? 
Who are the husbandmen? What is signified by 
the householder’s withdrawal ? 34. Were 
these demands just? Who are the “servants?” 
What the difference between the office of prophet 
and of priest? When did the prophets begin to ap- 
pear? What are the “fruits” which God asks?... 
36. 36. What is taught by these different sendings? 
How were the prophets usually received ?—Heb. I: 
36........ 8%. How does Christ’s superiority 
here appear? How God’s love ?—John 3: 16, Rom. 
5:8 What reasons could have been given why 
these should reverence the son?....... 38. Did 
they act knowingly? In what sense is Christ 
“heir ?”—Heb. 1: 2, What likeness here to Joseph’s 
brethren ?—Gen. 37:19. What is Christ’s “ inheri- 


tance?” How could the priests seize upon that? 
a shat hs E's 39. Where was Jesus slain ?—John 19: 17, 
Heb. 13: 12,13. Can you be guilty of this crime? 
IOUS 65 es 40, 41. Cometh—when? Was such 


punishment just? Could anything more have been 
done? Show from the text the progress of sin; the 
patience of God; the justice of the sinner’s doom, 





DIRECTORY. 
4a To be memorized.-@e 


GOLDEN TEXT: “Having yet therefore one Son, 
His well-beloved, He sent Him also last unto them. 
—Mark 12:16. Or John 3: 16, God so loved, &c. 

THEMES: For Thought—The Long-suffering Love 
of God toward sinners, 

For Prayer.—Lord, give me the hearing ear, that 
I may attend to Thy message, reverence Thy mes- 
sengers, and revere Thy Son! 

For Life.—What have I rendered unto God for all 
His benefits? How do I receive the Word and mes- 
sengers of God? Havel cast out Jesus from my 
heart ? 
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Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times. 


A DELIGHTFUL 
Sunday-School Institute. 


HE Sunday-School Institute of Cumberland 
county, New Jersey, was held in the First 
Presbyterian church of Bridgeton, on the eve- 
ning of October 12th. The Rev. George A. 
Peltz was present as Conductor, and, by his 
ready ability and genial spirit, contributed 
very largely to the interest and usefulness of 
the whole occasion. After an interesting dis- 
cussion of the question, ‘‘ How can we enlist 
the church in the Sunday-school work?” the 
Conductor gave his views of the various uses 
to which the blackboard may be put in the 
Sabbath-school, and closed with a beautiful 
illustration of aregular black board ‘ exercise.” 
On Wednesday morning we listened to an 
excellent address from Dr. R. M. Bateman on 
“The Teacher through the Week,” and an ani- 
mated discussion followed on ‘‘Our Methods 
and our Difficulties, as Teachers.”’ 

The afternoon was devoted to the considera- 
tion of the work of superintendents, and in 
discussing the inquiry, ‘“‘ How can we best con- 
duct the sessions of our schools?” The Con- 
ductor began by comparing this with the work 
of a pastor in conducting church service. 
There should be, first of all, a definite plan. 
Without this all will go wrong. The superin- 
tendent should aim, first, to economize time; 
secondly, to have everything done well and 
wisely. Yet it is to be remembered, (1.) that 
no one plan will answer for all places ; (2.) that 
no one system will do for all time; we must 
have variety, according to the gifts of the su- 
perintendent and the surrounding circum- 
stances; (3.) that we must not have a system 
merely for the sake of asystem. 

What, then, can the superintendent do to 
secure the most successful employment of 
the hour? 1. Prepare beforehand. 2. Come 
promptly; he should be in the school-room at 
least fifteen minutes before the appointed time, 
to see that everything is in its place. The 
teachers should also come early, to prepare 
their class-books, &c. 3. Open punctually at 
the exact minute. Different methods prevail 
as to the opening and closing exercises. The 
plan must be decided according to circum- 
stances, according to the character of the 
school, and the town where it is held. Open 
the school quietly, reading the Scriptures in 
eoncert, or alternately, or elliptically, and 
close with a general review or address on the 
lesson by the pastor, or superintendent, and 
with prayer and a word of counsel. 

The Conductor then answered the following 
questions: ‘‘ What are the qualifications of a 
good superintendent?’ (1.) Order. (2.) En- 
ergy. (3.) Promptness. (4.) Wisdom. (5.) 
Kindness. (6.) Firmness. (7.) Piety. ‘‘ Who 
should appoint the superintendent, teachers, 
and other officers?’ This must depend upon 
the form of government in each denomination. 
Each denomination has its own peculiarities in 
the matter of government, and no one answer 
will dofor all. ‘‘ Would you have a non-pro- 
fessor for a teacher?’’ Formerly he answered 
“no,” but was now disposed to admit sucha 
person if exemplary in life; and would rank 
him among the ‘‘ anxious inquirers.”’ ‘*‘ What 
is the best way to conduct a school where the 
scholars are irregular?’’ Make the school so 
interesting that they will wish to go. 

In the evening Mr. John M. Evans, of Phi- 
ladelphia, delivered an address on Sabbath- 
schools, the Rev. Mr. McNeal to parents, and 
the Conductor on ‘* Leaky Schools,” 





The report of the Corresponding Secretary 
showed a very gratifying increase in the inte- 
rest. taken in this work, and a growing pros- 
perity in the schools. During the last six 
years the number of the schooJs has risen from 
sixty-three to ninety, and that of the scholars 
from four thousand five hundred to nearly 
eight thousand. Much earnestness and large 
success have characterized the efforts of Chris- 
tians, and the blessing of God has rested upon 
their labors, In the township of Fairfield one 
school reports thirty-six conversions, and an- 
other twenty-five, during the year. In that of 
Vineland, one school reports thirty-nine and 
another fifteen. In Morris river township one 
reports thirty and another sixteen. 

On Thursday morning the Rev. Dr. Spear, of 
Bridgeton, spoke very effectively upon some of 
the “‘ difficulties” attending the Sabbath-school 
work. Hespecified irregularity in the attend- 
ance of teachers, due, among other things, to 
the requirements of travel; the difficulty of 
procuring suitable teachers ; and the somewhat 
increasing tendency to separate the Sabbath- 
school from the church, and the music of the 
school from that of the church. He spoke very 
decidedly upon the error of substituting at- 
tendance upon the school for attendance upon 
the services of the church; and upon the evil 
of allowing the children to absent themselves 
from the church. But he rejoiced in the evi- 
dences of the blessing of God upon our schools, 
and in this Institute as a bond of union between 
Christians. 

The afternoon was devoted to the children. 

In the evening a large congregation, filling 
the church, came together to the closing exer- 
cises of the Institute. Special prayer was 
made for the presence of*the Holy Spirit in 
these closing hours, and for his help in the 
Sabbath-school work, and earnest and appro- 
priate remarks were made upon this topic. 
Then several of the brethren took part in dis- 
cussing the question, ‘‘ How should Infant- 
classes be conducted ?’’ Mr. Peltz said that in 
order to do this work well, we need: 

1. The best possible accommodation in the 
way of a good room. We must have a regard 
for the children’s comfort. Their restlessness 
is often due to uncomfortable seats, 

2. A thorough devotion to this work, devoting 
yourself to it as a science and as a trust. 

3. Careful preparation for each session, 

4, Thorough sympathy with childhood. 

5. Simplicity. Weshould use language with 
which the children are familiar ; not baby talk, 
but ordinary language. To learn this art, take 
a child to your room and tell him some Bible 
story. Then let the child repeat it to you, and 
you will thus learn whether you have been 
sufficiently simple and plain. 

6. We need variety. Vary the order of ex- 
ercises, the position of the body, the methods 
of teaching, and keep the curiosity excited. 
Seldom sermonize ; teach elliptically and cate- 
chetically. 

7. Attractiveness. Make the exercises such 
as to awaken the attention. Never excitea 
great expectation only to disappoint it. 

8. We need faith; faith in God, that he is 
ready to bless every blow you strike; faith in 
his Word, not in stories; faith in the converta- 
bility of little children. 

9. Prayer. 

After some items of business, we listened to 
an earnest, praetical closing address from the 
Conductor, in which he exhorted all to attend 
diligently to the duties devolving upon them. 
As he sat down, the Chairman (Rev. William 
KE. Jones) arose and expressed to him the warm 
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approbation with which the Institute had re- 
ceived his words of counsel, and their admira- 
tion of his genial, Christian spirit, and, taking 
him by the hand, bade him God-speed in the 
good work in which he is engaged, and in the 
church of which he is pastor. 

The delightful services of the evening were 
then closed, after singing the hymn, “ Blest be 
the Tie that Binds,’’ by the apostolic benedic- 
tion. Thus ended our Institute. The last ses- 
sion was the best of all. W. E. Jz 


—_ 








Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times. 


NEW YORK LETTER. 
The Monthly Teachers’ Meeting. 


OU will not, I trust, let me give you too 
much of the New York Association of 
Sunday-School Teachers. It seems to me that 
an Association like this, located in the metro- 
polis, having at its command the results of the 
most successful Sunday-school experience, and 
itself composed of much of the finest talent in 
the work, should possess extraordinary facili- 
ties for adding to the perfection of the Sunday- 
school system. It might be, it seems to me, a 
sort of Sunday-School University ; its teachers 
and lecturers the mostsuccessful and practical 
Sunday-school men everywhere; its pupils 
not merely its own members, but through the 
Sunday-school press, the Sunday-school peo- 
ple of the whole country. It should be, at 
least, first among the agencies for promoting 
everywhere greater efficiency in Sunday- 
school instruction. Such, indeed, seems to be 
the purpose which inspires its present zeal and 
activity. 

The monthly meeting of Monday, the 18th of 
October, was vy far the largest I have attended. 
Dr. Crosby’s church was filled nearly to over- 
flowing, and the associations of neighboring 
cities and villages were largely represented. 

The Rev. H. B. Holmes, of Kingston, dis- 
cussed the subject of ‘“‘ Teachers’ Meetings.” 
He would not pretend, he said, to speak of 
teachers’ meetings in general, but only as he 
knew of them in his own church. He had, 
therefore, no theory to advance, but would 
only relate the results of what had been tried 
for one year, and was therefore thus far prac- 
tical. It was not even claimed that this 
method of procedure, employed in small teach- 
ers’ meetings only, would be at all feasible in 
large ones. His method, however, was not 
an easy one. It was, on the contrary, ofa try- 
ing nature, particularly to lady teachers, who 
in his teachers’ meetings were the real work- 
ers. It was a plan which could only be suc- 
cessful through a prayerful determination to 
do God’s work at whatever sacrifice of diffi- 
dence. i 

Having related the circumstances which led 
to the adoption of his plan, Mr. Holmes pro- 
ceeded to unfold it. It consisted in making 
each teacher in rotation the chief instructress 
or instructor of a meeting. There were only 
fourteen of them in all; only nine that were 
unfailingly regular attendants. They gathered 
in a cosy, social manner, about a centre table. 
They met at half-past seven—the ladies half an 
hour earlier for a ladies’ prayer-meeting. Mr. 
Holmes first takes charge of the meeting, goes 
over the lesson, rendering it ‘“‘ into the verna- 
cular,’’ as he calls it, explaining the more dif- 
ficult points, and making such suggestions as 
oceur to him. He then calls upon the teacher 
who is thence to preside, and she assumes the 
position of instructor, and the remainder sit 

(Continued on page 536.) 











534 


THE 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 6, 1869. 


John S. Hart, 


I. Newton Baker, } oe 











LESSON No. 47, to be taught Sunday, 
November 2ist, may be found in Matthew 
21: 42-46. Subject: Zhe Corner Stone and 
Stone of Stumbling. 

i ee 

A NEw JourRNAL.—Some of the friends 
of the Sunday-school in New York city, 
moved hy a faith and zeal which are cer- 
tainly to be admired, have determined to 
begin, with the new year, a new Sunday- 
school journal. The name will be ‘‘ The 
Sunday-School Workman ;”’ editor, Rev. 
Alfred Taylor, of Philadelphia. We shall 
have more to say when the journal appears. 
In the meantime we can do no less than 
congratulate our brother workers, and wish 
them success, as they shall deserve it. From 
our heart we wish God-speed to all move- 
ments and enterprises that promote, and 
promise to promote, the weal of that blessed 
cause which it has.been, and will be, our 
highest privilege to represent and to further. 


oo oo 
The Wicked Husbandmen. 


HE parable of the Wicked Husband- 
men, more almost than any other of 

the parables of our Lord, had a special ap- 
plication. In this parable Jesus depicts the 
wickedness of the Jews in rejecting him, 
and the awful consequences of this rejec- 
tion upon their race and nation. This is 
the primary, specific teaching of the para- 
ble. God, for wise purposes of his own, 
had set apart one particular nation, and 
made it the depository and guardian of his 
revealed truth. The Jewish nation was 
his vineyard, hedged in by privileges and 
enriched with blessings beyond any other 
race or nation. But in course of time the 
Jews had come to consider these privileges 
and blessings, not in the light of a trust, to 
be held and used for the honor of the great 
Proprietor, but as being their own, by some 
inherent and inalienable right. They for- 
got that they were stewards, they imagined 
themselves proprietors. Nay, when the 
Proprietor himself, in the person of his 
son and heir, came to claim his lawful 
rights, they conspired against him, with a 
view of making the vineyard their own. 
In taking the vineyard from these hus- 
bandmen and committing it to others, 
Christ teaches that after his death the pe- 
culiar church privileges in which the Jews 
gloried should be taken from them and 
given to the Gentiles. How terribly to 


them, how gloriously to others, this threat- 
ening has been fulfilled, the whole history 





of the world since the death of Christ abun- 
dantly testifies. 

Though thus specific in its literal fulfill- 
ment and in its primary meaning, the para- 
ble has yet an underlying principle of uni- 
versal application. The religious privileges 
accorded to any one are not his by inherent 
right, to be used for mere personal enjoy- 
ment, or that he may in any way lord it 
over God’s heritage, but are a trust, to be 
used for the honor of the Proprietor. If we 
are in his vineyard at all, we are there, not 
as owners, but as husbandmen, to do work 
for him, and to find our chief enjoyment 
in yielding to him the fruits of our labors. 
Woe to the man whose religious privileges 
foster in him pride and self-conceit, or 
make him superciliots, arrogant, and ex- 
clusive! Woe to the church whose arrange- 
ments or practices foster such a disposition 
in its members! 


Fruit gathered in the Lord’s vineyard is 
for his honor and glory, not for ours. The 
Jew of Christ’s day was ready to compass 
sea and land in order to make one prose- 
lyte. But it was not to honor God that he 
felt this burning zeal. It was only to in- 
crease the glory of the Jewish name. We 
commit the same sin, when we strive to 
swell the ranks of, our class, our school, or 


our sect, rather than to win souls for Christ. 
Human nature is weak at its best estate, 
and we do not cease to be human when we 
become Christians. When we have labored 
and prayed for a man’s conversion, and the 
means which we have used for his conver- 
sion prove effectual, and he becomes truly 
regenerate, and takes his stand as an ear- 
nest, working Christian, it is no easy thing 
for us to see him going off to some 
other fold. We feel as if he were ours. 
Possibly we are incensed that the fruit of 
our labors should go to swell some one 
else’s bin. Let us not forget that we are 
only husbandmen, and that the fruit of the 
vineyard belongs neither to us, nor to our 
fellow-laborers, but to the Lord of the vine- 
yard. Let it be our ambition to win souls, 
not towin the credit of it. Letus feel that it 
is of infinitely more consequence to in- 
crease the number of Christians, than to 
swell the ranks of Episcopalians, of Pres- 
byterians, of Methodists, or of Baptists. 
The inheritance is Christ’s, not ours, and 
so that He gets the honor and credit of 
men’s salvation, we may well be content to 
stay in the back-ground. 

The evil is a real, though a rather intan- 
gible one. There is a great deal of zeal in 
the world, and even of apparent self-denial, 
which on examination will prove to be only 
selfishness under some of its protean dis- 





guises. We work to build up our opinions, 
our sect, our party, our denomination, 
Even the church of Christ is of little ac- 
count to us, except as it is our church. The 
very hardest thing we have to do in this. 
life is to keep ourselves in our true posi- 
tion, as merely husbandmen and stewards; 
to count self nothing, and Christ every- 
thing; to do with all our might whatso- 
ever our hands find to do, and when at 
length the fruit of our labor is gathered, to. 
count it simply as Christ’s,—all Christ’s, 


(ee 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
The Instruction Hour. 


LL time is the Lord’s. Some of it, how- 
ever, we specially consecrate to his ser- 
vice. Such preeminently is that given to 
and by the Sabbath-school teacher for the 
instruction of his class. This is indeed the 
Lord’s hour. Isitalways regarded as such? 
Perhaps I have been unfortunate in my 
fields of observation, but certain it is that 
about half the teachers in at least half the 
schools I have ever visited, have spent the 
hour, or even half hour, in a manner some- 
thing like this: 

After the preliminary exercises, question- 
books were opened. Question number one 
was asked of scholar number one. Question 
number two was put to the next, with the 
request that the reference be looked out and 


read. A profound pause prevails during 
the search. Paul is, apparently, truly 


‘‘ among the prophets,’’ while the epistle of 


Job is (almost) discovered. After the pas- 
sage is found, the next question goes to the 
succeeding scholar. In this way the lesson 
is ‘gone over.”” The question-book is not 
only the vade mecum, but the sine qua non 
of the teacher. Itis the straight and nar- 
row way through the portion of Scripture it 
interrogates. Out of it no wandering foot 
dare tread. It seems to be an inspired ac- 
companiment to the revealed Word. Ah, 
if Paul and John had only put their writings 
into alternate question and answer, like the 
eatechisms, what a world of work it would 
have saved! The whole world could then 
have had a “uniform lesson’’ of inspired 
authority ! 

But this is not the worst of it. When the 
lesson has been finished, five, ten, fifteen, 
twenty minutes yet remain before the school 
closes. This is the Lord’s time, just as 
much as that which has already been spent; 
and here are some of his little ones waiting 
to be fed. They have had strong meat, per- 
haps, or hard nuts, uneracked. How they 
would relish a little milk and honey of his- 
tory, a fig or a flower of illustration, or even 
a cup of cold water of plain talk about 
every-day life. Does the teacher fill their 
hungry mouths? No. His duty is done. 
He turns his back upon the class, and looks 
steadfustly before him. He endures like & 
martyr the slow ticking of the clock. 
Meanwhile, the boys get restless, The na- 
ture of children abhors a vacuum. They 
must do something. 
and I have, perhaps, done under similar 





They do what you. 
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circumstances; what they ought not to do, 
at any rate. 

How much might have been done for 
those quick, sensitive minds during these 
wasted minutes! The closing words of a 
sermon often have the weight of the whole 
discourse in them, and sink deeper than all 
the rest. The last moments of the Sabbath- 
school lesson may be made the most profit- 
able. How? By special preparation. A 
story, an illustration, questions suggested 
or added, a seriousor familiar talk, a warm- 
hearted application or appeal—there are 
ways ©nough to fill up this vacant time, if 
the well prepared lesson leaves any, till the 
warning bell surprises the class. But, to 
leave these best, closing moments unoccu- 
pied, what is it but to invite the wicked one 
to come and ‘‘catch away that which was 
sown’’ in those young hearts? J. H.E. 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 
Our Teachers’ Meeting. 


W* have lately established a teachers’ 
meeting in connection with our Sab- 
bath-school, and the only wonder now is 
how we could have got along so long without 
it. I, for one, find it of the greatest assistance 
in interesting and instructing my own 
class. Ideas get wonderfully brightened by 
rubbing them together. Fire catches quick 
if you pile half a dozen dry sticks together, 
though each separately would smoulder 
rather than burn. 

Our meeting is very informal, though we 
have sufficient system to prevent it from 
becoming merely a social chat over the les- 
son. A good, faithful brother kindly calls 
us back if we roam too far from the text, 
and we have a little season for singing Sab- 
bath-school and prayer-meeting tunes after 
we are through with the lesson, which adds 
much tothe interest. Even diffident teach- 
ers are waked up and beguiled into express- 
ing their views before they are aware of it. 
It is an easy matter to teach a lesson after it 
is thoroughly studied. The practical les- 
sons drawn are full and very interesting. 
One and another will suggest a point which 
the majority would quite have overlooked. 
The same passage becomes like a many- 
sided crystal, each face clear and sparkling 
and beautiful. 

It is a delightful way of studying God’s 
Word, and for one I can say that the weekly 
lessons do me great good spiri:ually, and 
that the interest manifested by my class 
is much greater than when I studied my 
lesson alone. I wish I could induce every 
other school which has no such meeting, to 
establish one at once. A TEACHER. 
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A Noisy SUPERINTENDENT.—We have 
a noisy superintendent. He is constantly 
crying, ‘Order! order!’’ and never succeeds 
in getting it. The bell is on a constant 
ting-a-ling, that adds to the confusion. He 
has a worried iook that excites one’s pity. 
Some time ago a superintendent of a suc- 
cessful mission-school was asked to make 
this school a visit, and afterwards when 
asked by a friend what he thought of it, 
gave areply that has a bit of wisdom as 
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well as fun in it: ‘‘If that man would keep 
still for one Sunday, the children would be 
so surprised that they couldn’t make any 
noise for a month.’’ 


Te oO 
For The Sunday-School Times, 
Does it Pay? 


BY THE REV. JAMES M. FREEMAN, 


J ewe very practical question is one which 
is frequently asked in these very prac- 
tical times. In this part of the world men 
care less for the poetry of life than for its 
realities. A hungry stomach cannot be satis- 
fied with poetry, nor will romance pay 
house-rent. Rosy clouds and variegated 
rainbows are very well in their way, but 
they do not sustain life, nor do they put 
money into the purse. This work-a-day 
world of ours is perpetually thrusting hard 
problems before us, and constantly calling 
for their solution. We have scarcely time 
to cry ‘‘ Eureka’”’ over one, ere another con- 
fronts us, and demands investigation. So 
that in the hurly-burly of events, succeed- 
ing each other so swiftly as almost to take 
one’s breath away while endeavoring to 
contemplate them, we are compelled to 
seek after some course which shall produce 
practical results and make life a success. 

But what is success in life? This is a 
question which will receive various answers 
from different men. Success is synony- 
mous with wealth, or fame, or honorable 
position, or great usefulness, according to 
the different views men take of life and its 
responsibilities. Some think their life a 
success because they byild a fine house, and 
owi: fast horses, and splendid equipage, and 
showy furniture, all of which is paid for, 
and have money at interest besides. They 
affect great pity for the unfortunates who 
have none of these, many of whom have 
struggled for years with misfortune, and 
are compelled to pass their livesin poverty. 
Yet the lives of these may be in its highest 
and best sense a glorious success, while the 
lives of the other class may prove to bea 
miserable failure. This assertion may shock 
the self-complacency of those who look only 
at the outside, but that it contains the germ 
of a profound truth will be readily conceded 
by all whose thoughts are more than skin- 
deep. ; 

‘* Doesit pay?” isthe question men ask 
about their investmentsof money. Does it 
pay ? is what we ask about our investments 
of time and talent and effort in the service 
of God. Does it pay these faithful Christian 
men and women to labor in the Sunday- 
school? Froma financial point of view, it 
certainly does not pay. Atthe end ofevery 
year, if the balance could be struck, the 
result would invariably show money out of 
pocket, Nobody ever heard of a Sunday- 
school teacher engaging in the work with 
the expectation of making money out of it. 

But does it pay in any sense? See what 
sacrifice and self-denial are clearly implied 
in the work of a faithful Sunday-school 
teacher. Not only diligencein prayer, and 
self-examination, and in the ordinary du- 
ties of a godly life common to all Christians 
are necessary, but in addition to these an 





extra amount of effort must be put forth for 
special purposes. 

The Word of God is to be studied; not 
simply read, but carefully studied, that its 
meaning may be clearly apprehended and 
taught. This costs time and requires pa- 
tient effort. Then on the Sabbath several 
hours must be devoted to the work of the 
school. If the session be in the morning, 
it becomes necessary to get out of bed an 
hour or an hour and a half earlier than 
would otherwise be done. If the school 
meet in the afternoon, the comfortable 
after-dinner nap is interfered with; and if 
there happen to be two sessions a Sunday, 
what an astonishing amount of sleeping is 
of necessity omitted ! 


Then how much self-denial and effort are 
required to goto Sunday-school at all times 
and seasons. The fierce glare of midsum- 
mer must be endured, the fierce storms of 
midwinter must be encountered. How 
much this like an expressman or letter- 
carrier! How much, indeed, like work! 


School reached, the associations are not 
always such as a refined gentleman or lady 
would select with a view to comfort. This. 
is especially true in our mission-schools, 
and true alsoin a great many other schools. 
Boys and girls with unwashed hands and 
faces and unkempt hair, and rude manners. 
and ruder minds, are not very inviting ob- 
jects to one accustomed to better conditions 
of life. And where the children are cleanly 
and well behaved, it often happens that 
they are dull of comprehension and far be- 
neath the mental satus of the refined gen-- 
tleman or lady aforesaid. 


Now in view of all the expenditure of 
money and time and patience necessary to 
meet these difficulties, and others that can- 
not now be mentioned, but which will sug- 
gest themselves to the practical Sunday- 
school teacher, the question naturally arises, 
‘*Does it pay? Can I not give up all this 
drudgery and take my ease? What good is 
there in encountering the vile smells ofa 
mission Sunday-school, or coming in con- 
tact with juvenile ignorance and stupidity 
and waywardness, even though dressed in 
broadcloth and satin? Does it pay?” 

Yes, it pays. How it pays, may be told 
at another time. 





BE GRAPHIC.—Do not beafraid of details, 
teacher. Bring in all the minutiz. The ° 
children want to know all about it. Every 
particular will interest, and help them to 
the conception of the thing in hand. Itis 
by attention to the little points that you 
bring out the full round figure of the truth 
you would teach. An observer looking at 
an artist giving but slight taps to the statue 
before him, thought he was trifling, but was 
rebuked with this reply: ‘‘The touches 
which you ignorantly hold in such small 
esteem are the very things which make the 
difference between the failure of a bungléer 
and the chef-d’ouvre of a master.”’ 
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BEGIN your web, and God will supply 
you with thread. 
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before her as pupils. There must be no ser- 
monizing, no stiffness or formality. Every- 
thing must be as social and natural as possible. 
In fact, they endeavor to have ‘‘as good a time 
as possible.’’ The teacher questions each in 
order, using the lesson of the coming Sabbath, 
and the exercise is made as nearly practical as 
the assumed relations of teacher and pupil will 
admit. It is a weekly model lesson, for which 
at least the designated instructor has made 
careful and special preparation—on the lesson 
of the approaching Sabbath. The difficulty ex- 
perienced, however, is with the practical ap- 
plication,—in representing a class by grown- 
up people, who have not the child’s heart, and 
to whom the home-thrust questions, ‘‘Are you 
a child of God?” “Is Christ your Saviour ?’”’ 
cannot be put as to a child. 

When the lesson is finished, each teacher in 
order expresses her opinion of the defects or 
merits of the instruction, both of manner and 
matter. This is understood by all, and is just 
what each wants toknow. One will say, ‘‘ You 
have not heart enough.” Another, “ You 
have not brought such a point clearly out.” 
Another, ‘“ There is defect in the unity of the 
lesson,’’ meaning by this that too many sub- 
jects have been brought up, and too little im- 
pression made in consequence by any one of 
them. 

After these close criticisms, which hold, as it 
were, the looking-glass up to the teacher, then, 
says Mr. Holmes, ‘‘comes my turn. I find 
that, although teachers may successfully bring 
out the prominent points of the lesson, they do 
not so easily see or develope its deeper spi- 
ritual meaning. My criticisms on these and 
other points are sometimes hard, but this is 
clearly understood beforehand. 

The interest excited by this unpretending 
but, as is well understood, highly suceessful 
method of conducting teachers’ meetings, was 
evinced by the numerous questions which 
poured in from all sides. From the replies it 
appears that by judicious ‘‘ coaxing” and 
management, even the most diffident teachers 
may be induced to undertake this work ; that 
there was bungling at first; that one of his 
most timid lady teachers has since given model 
instruction before Sunday-school conventions 
in a manner ‘unapproachable ;” that three- 
fourths of an hour is devoted to the lesson, the 
teachers forming their own questions, etc. 

The Rev. Dr. Crosby, pastor of the church, 
then delivered an address on ‘‘ The Philosophy 
of Teaching.”’ 

Teaching and learning, he said, are correla- 
tive terms. If we can understand the latter, 
we shall be able to know what the former is; 
and what applies to learning and teaching in 
general will apply to them in the Sabbath- 
school. The philosophy of teaching in the 
Sabbath-school is the philosophy of teaching 
generally. 

The cardinal principle which is the basis of 
all sound teaching is one against which there 
is the prejudice of centuries, Itis this: Learn- 
ing is to the child a natural and easy process, 
having a striking analogy to those processes— 
eating and drinking—by which the body is 
strengthened and developed. If it is objected 
that the facts are against this principle, that 
teaching and learning have always been up- 
hill work, the fault has been with the method 
of the teacher. Whatever the subject may be, 
the fault lies with the teacher if the child is not 
delighted with its instruction. 

We have, therefore, first to make the great 
subject of Sabbath-school teaching an attrac- 








tive one to our children. Revealed truth isa 
complete system. There is the great central 
truth of Jesus Christ, the Saviour. If we can- 
not represent this grandest of all truths in an 
attractive manner, there certainly must be 
something wrong in our methods. About this 
grand central idea revolves a system of minor 
truths. To present these in a delightful man- 
ner to the child is the whole principle. The 
child will then, by a natural and easy process, 
drink in and assimilate them. 


To make learning attractive, you must not 
attempt to teach in a perfunctory manner. 
The teacher who comes to his work because he 
is scourged by conscience merely, might better 
stay athome. Legalism is nowhere more in- 
jurious, 

Use always the concrete in teaching children, 
and never the abstract. The teachings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ afford us our example. In 
talking with the simple Galileans, who were 
like children, he always uses the concrete. If 
he wants to tell them to be meek and submit 
to oppression, instead of using these terms, 
which are abstract expressions, he says: “Ifa 
man sue thee at the law and take away thy 
coat, give him thy cloak also,’ &c., and the 
truth thus expressed sank deeper into the soul. 
It is this principle that made so disgusting to 
us in childhood the dry ‘“‘ moral” that always 
ended the delightful fable. The moral stated 
the truth abstractly; the beautiful story gave 
us the same truth expressed in concrete terms. 
The child will make its own moral. “ For this 
same reason,” continued the speaker, “I am 
opposed to the use of any kind of catechism in 
Sunday-schools. Their language is  philo- 
sophic and abstract. Catechisms are desirable 
as a means of concentrating truth, to be con- 
veniently stowed away in mature memories, 
but they have no place in the instruction of 
the child. To present these dry philosophic 
bones in the place of the gospel, brimful and 
overflowing with the love of a personal Jesus, 
may be in accordance with prejudice, but it is 
against common sense. It isnot the scriptural 
way of attracting the mind to receive and assi- 
milate wholesome truth. I used to think, in 
my discourses to children of a larger growth, 
that my language must be entirely spiritual; 
but I found by experience that I might better 
devote the first twenty minutes of a half-hour’s 
discourse to facts of geography and history, 
without any piety in them, and the spiritual 
portion of my discourse would be much more 
effective. So with children. There should be 
maps of Palestine, models of Jerusalem and 
the tabernacle and the temple, facts of Jewish 
history, travel, &c., to arouse the interest and 
give the gem of spiritual truth an attractive 
setting. Our Saviour’s teaching affords us fur- 
ther examples. Here we have an attractive 
story. Wesee a lord going into a far country. 
He calls his servants and gives them money, 
with injunctions how to expendit. He comes 
back and receives their accounts, and we hear 
their replies: It all teaches just one truth, ac- 
countability; but how effectively it teaches 
it! 

‘Use in teaching what is called the ‘ Socratic’ 
method, the colloquy. Here again our Saviour 
isthe model. Promote a spirit of inquiry. You 
remember the part taken by our Saviour as 
related in the 14th chapter of John, where he 
employs this method. And here the spirit of 


inquiry seems especially incited, and first 
Thomas asks his question, and receives the an- 
swer so much more striking because of the 
doubt and the question; and then Philip, and 
then Judas, not Iscariot; and thus he teaches 
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them in a way that illustrates how delightful 
learning naturally is to mind and heart. 

‘* But there is much in practice for which no 
theory will prepare us, and in which success 
will depend upon the tact of the teacher; and 
when we have made every preparation, and 
come to the work with hearts brim-full of love 
for the Master, and with the absorbing thought 
how best to commend him to the child, we will 
need to watch every varying phase of the class, 
and seize upon every opportunity to bring out 
the spirit of inquiry which receives and digests 
the truth.”’ 

The novelty of an address—literally a musi- 
cal address, for it was diversified by soul-enli- 
vening strains—by Prof, Philip Phillips, on 
‘*Sunday-School Music,’’ completed the in- 
struction and entertainment of the evening, 
Mr. Phillips alluded to the power of music for 
good, as a devotional element ; the power over 
a people as shown by the songs of the people; 
the changes in the character of popular music 
within a few years; and advocated the adoption 
of the tunes of the church by the Sabbath- 
school, and the manner of the Sabbath-school 
by the congregation, thus avoiding two evils, 
opposite extremes, the quartette singing by 
the choir, and light and meaningless tunes by 
the Sunday-school. The superintendent or 
chorister should know what is to be sung 
before he enters the room, and it should have 
close reference to the lesson of the day, or the 
circumstances of the occasion. Therightsong, 
sung’ with the right spirit, and at the right 
time, will always have the right effect. 

The November meeting will have a pro- 
gramme not less attractive than its predeces- 
sors. SESAME, 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 


The Yonkers Convention.—The fifth annual 
Convention of the Hudson River District Sun- 
day-School Association was a fine success. It 
opened on the afternoon of October 12th, with 
a good attendance. A good deal of the best 
Sunday-school talent was actively engaged in 
the exercises, which were unusually instruc- 
tive and stimulating. The District comprises 
the great New York metropolis, the city of 
Brooklyn, Albany, and the flourishing towns 
along the Hudson. Seventeen counties belong 
to the Association. The village of Yonkers is 
of itself a retreat for much of the talent in the 
commercial, professional, and religious world 
that finds its centre in New York, but retires 
to these peaceful shades for quiet, home enjoy- 
ment. The Convention was to be felicitated on 
its choice of Andrew A. Smith, of Brooklyn, 
as its President, and Ab’m C. Wood, of Staten 
Island, as Chairman of the Business Commit- 
tee. Dr. D. M.Seward welcomed the delegates. 
Dr. Howard Crosby spoke of The Philosophy 
of Teaching. Dr. John Hall spoke of Common 
Errors in Teaching. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng 
gave one of his richest and fullest addresses. 
It was every where commented on with delight. 
Rey. John B. Thompson, of Tarrytown, spoke 
ably to the point of the teachers’ social rela- 
tions, preparations, and results. Dr, Duryea, 
Charles B. Stout, the Rev. Mandeville, J. Ben- 
net Tyler, and the Rev. Alfred Taylor, added 
their share to the profit of the occasion. Good 
will doubtless come of it to the counties inte- 
rested. Not so many delegates were present, 
on account of the great freshets in all the north- 
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ern Hudson region; but the few who were 
there from the upper counties were refreshed, 
and will carry the influence back with them 
much beyond the reach of high tide on the 
river. May all the counties on the Hudson 
enjoy showers and floods of Sunday-school 
blessing! B. 





A Methodist Sunday-School Jubilee in Phi- 
ladelphia.—The third annual jubilee of the 
Methodist Episcopal Sunday-schools of Phila- 
delphia was held on the evening of October 
28th, in the American Academy of Music. The 
great building was crowded in all its parts. 
About forty schools were represented. The 
platform was filled with children, dressed in 
white, who beautifully did the singing of 
the occasion. President Grant, Bishop Simp- 
son, George H. Stuart, and other men of note, 
werepresent. The appearance of the President 
was naturally the signal for prolonged applause, 
to which he bowed his acknowledgments. On 
taking his seat in front of the platform, a little 
miss advanced and presented him with a beau- 

‘tiful bouquet. In response the President madea 

brief address, in which he stated that it gave him 
great pleasure to participate in the exercises, 
and he wished the Sunday-school cause in Phi- 
ladelphia, in the country, and throughout the 
world, continued success. A letter was re- 
ceived from Father Hyacinthe, declining an 
invitation to be present, in which he says that 
he is not ignorant of the importance of the 
Sunday-school in our great country. The Ju- 
bilee was in aid of the Home for the Aged and 
Infirm of the Methodist Episcopal church in 
‘Philadelphia. 





A State Sunday-School Convention.—A 
Semi-Annual Convention of the Ohio Christian 
Sunday-school Association, was held in Akron, 
October 12th and 13th, 1869. Dr. Henry Ge- 
rould, of Massillon, presided with promptness 
and dignity. The Convention entered at once 
upon the work laid out for it in the programme 
of exercises. Ia addition to the valuable ad- 
dresses of clergymen and laymen on topics as- 
signed them, two very interesting essays were 
read by lady workers; one on ‘‘infant-class In- 
struction,’ by Miss J. J. Clapp, the other on 
“The Conversion of Children,” by Mrs. Eliza 
E. C, Glasier, both of Mentor, Lake County, 
Ohio. These essays were highly appreciated 
by the Convention, and, upon motion, were 
unanimously requested for publication. 

F. E, Udell, of Ravenna, our efficient Cor- 
responding Secretary, assisted by Rev. J. F. 
Rowe, of Akron, resolved the Convention into 
a Model Teachers’ Meeting, on the afternoon 
of the second day, and elicited the warmest 
commendation for his skillful and attractive 
method of conducting such meetings and pre- 
paring teachers for their work. Mr. Udell is 
an enterprising and successful business man, 
and he carries the same elements of success 
with him into the Sunday-school, wherever he 
goes. His school in Ravenna is one of the best 
among our churches in the State. He is emi- 
nently practical in schools and before conven- 
tions, making every lesson and every exercise 
lead the mind and heart to Jesus. He is a lay- 
“workman who needs not to be ashamed.” 

Other earnest workers who participated in 
the practical and devotional exercises of the 
Convention deserve honorable mention. Only 
afew can be named here. Business men,—J. 
W. Simpson and M. E. Rawson, of Cleveland ; 
H. Freeman, of Bedford, and O. C. Rockwell, 
of Akron. Ministers—J. H. McCulloch, of 
Dayton; J. S. Lowe, of Shelby; F. M. Green, 





of Canfield; Dr. S. E. Pearre, of Ashland; 
Prof. Amzi Atwater, of Mentor; A. B. Green, 
of Collamer; Lathrop Cooly, of Akron; S. A. 
Griffin, of Manchester; and Rev. Mrs. L. F. 
Bittle, of Painesville. 

The Question Drawer was an exercise of 
great interest in the Convention, being judi- 
ciously regulated by the Chair. 

The Sunday-school work under the direction 
ofthis Association is not yet fully organized 
throughout the State, but the report of the 
Corresponding Secretary was very encourag- 
ing, especially from the Northern and Central 
districts. Measures and means were devised 
at this Convention to organize the southern 
part of the State into District Associations 
within the next six months. 

Rev. J. B. Knowles, of Wadsworth, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Resolutions, offered 
the following, which, upon motion, were unani- 
mously adopted : 

Resolved, That this Convention, with devout gra- 
titude to God for his blessings upon our work thus 
far, have great reason to rejoice in the good already 
done, and to be encouraged by the prospects of in- 
creasing usefulness now before us. 

Resolved, That we regard these Conventions in- 
dispensable to the success of our noble work, de- 
signed as they are to compare ideas, gain wisdom 
from experience, and to give system and efficiency 
to our labors. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend to all our 
churches the vast importance of working more ge- 
nerally, faithfully, and prayerfully in the Sunday- 
school cause, believing that upon this department 
of Christian labor depends largely the success of 
the Truth, in the increase of the church, and the 
glory of our heavenly Master. 


It is to be observed that our most intelligent 
workers are readers of The Sunday-School 
Times. BEDFORD. 


The Columbia County (N. Y.) Convention.— 
The semi-annual meeting was held at Clave- 
rack, on the Hudson, October 14th. The Rev. 
A. Mattice, of Germantown, County Secretary, 
called to order, and Dr. Zabriskie welcomed 
the delegates. He gave the Convention a 
motto, ‘‘ Looking to Jesus,’ which he wrote on 
the blackboard. The Rev. Alonzo Flack was 
chosen President, and said on taking the chair, 
for their encouragement, that the attendance 
was larger in proportion than at the Yonkers 
District Convention, held the previous day. 
Dr. Zabriskie told us how to get and to keep 
the children in Sunday-school. Reward for 
work done, not to stimulate rivalry, he named 
asonemeans. Regular visiting, watching, di- 
ligent working, gentle drawing, patient wait- 
ing, and fervent praying were some of the 
other ways. To keep the children, keep the 
school religious, thoroughly religious. Other 
delegates mentioned other points, such as mu- 
sic, earnest teachers, visiting the parents, ete. 
“The Conversion of the Children” was an in- 
teresting topic, upon which some good things 
were said. Dr. Zabriskie thought that chil- 
dren were to be pointed to Jesus, not as toa 
plank, or arope, by which they were to escape 
impending peril, but as toa Being of infinite 
tendernessand love. The personal magnetism 
of his character will draw them if they can be 
made to understand and feel it. Rev. Mr. 
Jones, of Claverack, thanked God that the time 
had come when the possible conversion of 
children was not doubted. Jesus’ own words, 
“Suffer little children,’ &c., ought never to have 
been forgotten. The truth has always been the 
same, but it is better understood now. We 
should not only feel that children may, but re- 
solve that they shall be brought to the Saviour, 
The Rey. Mr. Collin believed one great hin- 
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drance was the crowding of children’s minds 
with doctrines and facts, instead of constantly 
pointing them to Jesus, and explaining the 
story of his redeeming love. If the Spirit 
works upon any heart, will it not most assur- 
edly upon the susceptible heart of a child? 

The questions of Closing School in Winter, 
Modern Improvements, Superintendents’ Du- 
ties, Sunday-School Music, and Teachers’ Pre- 
paration, were all well discussed. The result 
is embodied in a set of resolutions, intended to 
emphasize the chief points made, which were 
passed as follows: 


The Convention, feeling itself stimulated and in- 
structed by the discussions of this day, desire to 
give emphasis to the following considerations: 

1. The duty of superintendents to inculcate the 
spirit of Jesus, in order to educate their teachers 
andscholars as missionary workers in behalf of the 
children not under religious instruction. 

2. The paramount and inexpressible importance 
of making conversion first, last, and always the ob- 
ject of all Sunday-school work. And this end will 
be most surely accomplished by holding up Jesus 
in his personality, and presenting him not as the 
mere means of salvation, but as the adorable and 
loving Saviour. 

3. This Convention regards it as perfectly possible 
to keep our country Sunday-schools open during 
the winter. We believe that the leisure which our 
country people enjoy at that season, the greater 
comfort of the school-houses at that time, and the 
fact that day-schools prosper in the winter, and, in 
fact, every consideration except mere custom and 
prejudice,—all point to the above conclusions. We 
urge our friends in the country districts to prayer- 
fully consider this question of duty and to make a 
faithful effort this winter to carry on their schools. 
We are convinced that if the experiment should 
not succeed, the fault will not be with thechildren, 
but with their elders. 

4, Every effort should be made to keep pace with 
all modern improvements in Sunday-school work, 
such as pleasant and comfortable rooms with black- 
boards and other aids and fixtures, 

5. Superintendents’ duties are but little less im- 
portant than those of the ministry, and their suc- 
cess depends mainly on the character, piety, and 
practical business talent of the individual holding 
the office. 

6. Singing should be made a prominent feature of 
the Sunday-school work. Care should be taken in 
the selection of words and the adoption of the tunes 
thereto. 

7. The best preparation for the teachers’ work is, to 
pray over the lesson, begin to study it early in the 
week, select two or three points at the farthest and 
make them prominent, strive to teach some prac- 
tical duty, and amply illustrate the whole lesson, 


The Rev. Mr. Holmes conducted a Bible- 
class, and the County Secretary a blackboard 
exercise. The importance of Sunday-school 
teachers’ Institutes was expressed, and a right 
valuable, practical time was, take it altogether, 
fully enjoyed. The Convention was the best 
held for several years. HupDson. 





Maine.—The annual meeting of the Sabbath- 
schools of Kennebec county, Maine, will be 
held in Waterville, November 2d, 3d, and 4th. 
Some of the subjects to be discussed are: Teach- 
ers’ Meetings, Uniform Lessons, Preparation 
of the Teacher, Substituting the Sabbath-school 
for one Sabbath Service, The Sabbath-School 
Concert, The Duty of the Whole Community to 
Attend the Sabbath-School, Organizing City 
and Town Conventions, Reports from Superin- 
tendents on the Mode of Conducting their 
Schools, etc. 

Personal.—The Rev. Alfred Taylor, late Sec- 
retary of the Pennsylvania State Sunday- 
School Association, has changed his address 
from Philadelphia, to Box 1304, Post-office, 
New York city. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 





Please consult this column every week. 





Before January 1, 1870.—Any one of our 
readers who wishes to secure a copy of the 
Complete Phonographic Report of the National 
Sunday-School Convention, which was held at 
Newark, N. J., can do so by renewing his own 
subscription, and at the same time getting one 
mew yearly subscriber to The Sunday-School 
Times, before the first of January, 1870. Send 
also, two 8-cent stamps, to pay postage on the 
Report. 

Illustrated Papers.—The season is approach- 
ing when Sunday-schools make arrangements 
for their annual subscriptions to the papers 
for distribution among their scholars during 
the coming year. We supply four different 
illustrated monthlies from the office of The 
Sunday-School Times, at regular publishers’ 
prices, and will be pleased to send samples of 
these four papers, free, to any school, with a 
view to securing the subscription for one or 
more of the papers, should they prove accept- 
able. 

Appropriate for Christmas.—The Concert 
Exercises which we are now publishing in 
tract form, are, several of them, very appro- 
priate for Christmas Festivals, and are sought 
for from allover the land. We add another 
new one this week, entitled, ‘‘The Fruits of 
the Spirit,’ which makes nine in all. It is 36 
cents per dozen, by mail. A set of the nine 
for 35 cents. 





BOOKS. 


SYBARIS AND OTHER Homes. By E. E, Hale. 
Boston: Ficlds, Osgood & Co. The essays which 
compose this volume are somewhat various in cha- 
racter, but have a common object, namely, to show 
some of the possibilities of the problem, how shall 
the laboring men of the country be provided with 
better homes? Mr. Hale gives an imaginary de- 
scription of how things were managed in the an- 
cient Sybaris, then a plain, prosaic account of how 
things have been managed in Vineland and in 
some other experimental towns. His ideas are 
suggestive and often original. The social evils 
upon which he touches, are among te gravest that 
exist, and the remedies hinted at are certainly 
worthy of serious consideration, 

A GREEK GRAMMAR FOR BEGINNERS. By Prof. 
W. H. Waddell. New York: Harper & Brothers. 
We are not prepared to say that we like everything 
in this book. No one can ever say that of a school- 
book until he has actually used it with a class. 
But the plan of the book is exactly after our own 
heart. It isjust what it purports to be,—a book for 
beginners, It contains no “notes,” no “fine print,” 
nothing but what a boy beginning Greek is ex- 
pected to learn, straight through, from cover to 
cover. It is a little thin volume of a hundred pages 
duodecimo, and is a most cheering indication that 
teachers are beginning at last to wake up to the 
enormous absurdities and monstrosities of the 
Greek and Latin grammars which for the last 
twenty or thirty years have been killing out classi- 
cal studies among us. 

THE HIsTORY OF JOSEPH BONAPARTE, King of 
Naples andof Italy. By JohnS.C. Abbott. New 
York: Harper & Brothers. Nobody needs to be 
enlightened as to the worth of Abbott’s histories, 
which have now reached so many volumes and co- 
vered such a large portion of the history of nations 
anderasandindividuals. By their graphic, life-like 
presentations they have done more to impress the 
popular mind, especially of the young, than any 
similar works on history published. The Abbott,’ 
may safely be styled the Peter Parleys of his- 
torical personation. The present volume isof a 
piece with former ones by the same pen, It is the 
record of an eventful life in an eventful period. 





APPLETON’S “LIBRARY OF WONDERS.” New 
York: D. Appleton & Company. We have received 
the first two volumes of what promises to be a 
highly entertaining and valuable series of works on 
Popular Science, Natural Philosophy and Historic 
Scenes, Volume 1 is entiled ‘‘Arms and Armor,” 
of Antiquity and the Middle Ages, with a descrip- 
tive notice of modern weapons, Volume 2 is enti- 
tled “ Meteors, AZrolites, and Atmospheric Pheno- 
mena.” Both are translated from the French, and 
are profusely illustrated. The series will be issued 
in uniform volumes, which are beautifully bound, 
and in every way handsomely got up. The pub- 
lishers deserve the most liberal encouragement in 
the praiseworthy work of supplying such instruc- 
tive and readuble material tothe American public. 

THE ATLANTIC ALMANAC. Boston: Fields, Os- 
good & Co. The “Almanac” at length has fairly 
travelled from the kitchen tothe boudoir. Among 
the prettiest and most tempting of our parlor books 
is now the “ Atlantic Almanac,” and one or two 
other ornamental rivals which it has called into 
existence, 

THE AMERICAN CONVENT. New York: Protestant 
Episcopal Society for Promotion of Evangelical Know- 
ledge. Ifthe Protestant world is not awake to the 
duties of the hour in reference to the Roman Ca- 
tholic system, it will not be for the silence of the 
press. ‘‘The Priest and Nun,” lately noticed, fairly 
showed up the folly and danger of entrusting the 
education of Protestant children to Romish schools. 
The present volume bears even more powerful and 
impressive testimony on the same subject. Parents 
and youth should read it. It should be in our Sun- 
day-school libraries. 

THE VEIL UPLIFTED. Boston: Henry Hoyt. In 
the shape of personal recollections, and in some 
instances of personal experiences, the writer of this 
book draws vivid pictures of the effects of convent- 
life upon many of the deluded victims who have 
given themselves up toit to cultivate heart-piety. 
The miserable mockery is here exposed. It is a 
touching and harrowing picture, but is needed in 
these days, as a warning to Protestants. The book 
should reach the older classes of our Sunday- 
schools. 

BEsSIE AT ScHOOL. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers. The fifth in a series of unusually tempt- 
ing story-books for children. Where one subject 
is continued through severil volumes of story, it 
generally becomes threadbare. But “Bessie’’ seems 
to be an exception. She is still as fresh and enter- 
taining as when first introduced to the reader “at 
the sea-side.” 

ScRUB, THE POOR-HOUSE Boy. Philadelphia: 
Alfred Marlien. A poor boy who works his way up 
by industry and integrity, is contrasted in the story 
with a gay, idle youth, whose advantages proved a 
curse instead of blessing. 

FLossy LEE. Puiladelphia: J. P. Skelly & Company. 
A story for very little girls, teaching excellent mo- 
rallessons, and containing much incidental instruc- 
tion about natural objects and operations. Itisa 
first-rate book for the child’s home library. 

PETER CLINTON. By Lawrence Lancewood, 
Boston: Henry A. Young & Co. This volume be- 
longs to what are called ‘“‘The Lindendale Stories,” 
and is an excellent boys’ book. It shows howa 
mischief-loving spirit finally conquers in the strug- 
gle between the desire to do right, and the pen- 
chant for joining with idle boys in their vicious 
pranks. 

OLDEN’S MISSION. Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Publication Committee. A story intend: d for the 
Sunday-school library, and illustrating the horrors 
and the heroic courage evinced at the siege of Ley- 
a ERAY’S MISCELLANIES. Boston: Fields, 
Osgood & Company. Volume 2 of the Household 
Edition of Thackeray’s miscel!:neous writings has 
been received. It contains ‘‘The Paris Sketch- 
Book,” “The Irish Sketch-Book,” ‘Memoirs of 
Mr. Charles J. Yellowplush,”’ and “Notes of a Jour- 
ney from Cornhill to Grand Cairo.” 

THE HISTORY OF PENDENNIS. 8vo, Paper. With 
179 illustrations. New York: Harper & Brothers, 
Our publishers seem determined to make Thacke- 
ray known tothe American public. The Harpers 


have begun a cheap paper edition, of which Pen- 
dennis has been received. It is well printed and 
illustrated, 

PLYMOUTH PULPIT. New York: J. B. Ford & Ov. 
The number for this week is accompanied bya 





supplement of The Christian Union, (a paper issued 
by the same publishers,) containing Mr. Beech- 
er’s sermon on the late gold-gambling operations, 
The title of the sermon, which is a timely and 
loud warning, is ‘‘Making Haste to be Rich.” 8a 


year. 10 cts.a No. 
THE SILVERSMITH OF JERUSALEM. Philadel- 
phia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. A fair at- 


tempt to make Old Testament history interesting 
and intelligible tothe young. In order the better 
to secure this, a story is woven in with the history, 
sufficiently attractive to carry the Scripture facts 
along with it. We cannot but commend such ef- 
forts, and wish that there were more and better at- 
tempts in the same direction. 

REMINISCENCES OF THE INDIANS, By the Rey. 
Cephas Washburn. Richmond, Va.: Presbyterian 
Commitiee of Publication. With biography of the 
author, Mr. Washburn is well known as one of 
the earliest, longest, and most successful laborers 
in the field of Indian evangelization, especially 
among the Cherokees, in Arkansas. This book is 
full of interesting and entertaining facts, and con-., 
firms the faith of the Christian in the power of the 
gospel to reach and mould the savage heart and 
life. 

TUE THEOLOGICAL ECLEcTIC. September, Cin- 
cinnati: Moore, Wilstach & Moore. <A repertory, 
chiefly of foreign theological literature. The two 
articles this month are Prof. Huxley’s “ Physical 
Basis of Life,” and ‘The Problem of Evil,” from 
the French of De Ernest Naville. $8 a year. 


SONGS OF GLADNESS 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 











This new Music-Book is daily growing in favor, 
and Sunday-schools representing different denomi- 
nations are cordially approving and adopting it all 
over the land. 


A FEW OPINIONS. 


Among the numerous words of encour- 
agement we submit the following :-— 


I can heartily recommend “Songs of 
Gladness,” not only as a book admirably 
adapted to the wants of the Sabbath-school, 
but for the prayer-meeting, family circle 
and choir; indeed, I am not acquainted 
with any other book similar in size, that 
combines so much that is desirable. 

Joun M. Evans, 


Director of Music, Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, 





I like the devotional spirit of a large pro- 
portion of the hymns, which consist of a 
variety suited to almost every occasion. 
“ Songs of Gladness” has features that en- 
title it toa leading place in the schools of 
the land. Samue. L. Parsons, 

President Brooklyn Sunday-School Union. 





The new songs are interesting to old and 
young. Such hasbeen the case with some 
previous books, but a higher taste seems 
to have ruled in the selection of words and 
subjects for “‘ Songs of Gladness.” Mr. Gould 
has been fortunate in his helpers among 
the poets. J.C, JoHNson, 

Translator of Music, Boston, 





I heartily congratulate the author upon 
his success in making so valuable a contri- 
bution to Sunday-school music. While 
“Songs of Gladness” has great variety and 
much excellent new material, I am glad to 
see the old favorites - re not forgotten. 

HN, Wurrney, Organist, 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher’s Sunday-School. 


Price $30 per hundred, board covers. 
Send 25 Cents for a Specimen Copy. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 





a 





O WZ OA A Aa ae bw ht 








KUM * 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





—— 





539 





“Take it all in all, it is the best magazine for 
children in the world.’’—The Sunday-School Times. 


@ he Children’s Hour: 
AN ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE FORTHE LITTLE ONES. 
EDITED BY T. S. ARTHUR. 


The Children’s Hour 


» me most beautifully illustrated magazine pub- 
lished, 

For 1870, it will exceed in interest and beauty all 
previous years. 

In THE CHILDREN’S Hour for January will be 
published four original illustrations, on tinted pa- 

er, by Bensell, and engraved by Lauderbach, of 
Pongfellow’s exquisite poem, 


“The Children’s Hour.” 


Alice Cary, Virginia F. Townsend, Phebe Cary, 
Mrs. M. O. Johnson, T. S. Arthur, Mrs. L. A. B. Cur- 
tis, Ada M. Kennicott, Mrs. M. L. Clark, Rosella 
Rice, Irene L Kate Sutherland, and many 


other gifted authors, write regularly for 


The Children’s Hour, 


and will make it for 1870 the most attractive and 
charming children’s magazine in the country. 


The Children’s Hour 


is pronounced by the secular and religious press, 
by fathers and mothers all over the land, by minis- 
ters of all denominations, the purest and best ma- 
gazine for children in the world. YOUNG AND OLD 
every where read 


The Children’s Hour 


with delight and profit, It speaks through simple 
form of language, the highest truths, and while the 
little ones are fascinated by its sweet stories, these 
heavenly truths drop like good seeds into their 
minds, to bear fruit in after years, 


TERMS, IN ADVANCE. 


1 Copy, - 2. - - $1.25 
& Copies, - - - - - - c 

10 Copies, and one to getter-up ofclub, 10, 
Rag Specimen numbers 10 cents. 


Every one sending a club of five or more subscri- 
bers, to THE CHILDREN’S Hour, will receive asa 
premium a copy of one of our splendid steel engra- 
vings, “BED-TIME,” or “THE ANGEL OF 

, 


PEACE.’ 
PREMIUMS. 

TOOL-CHEST PREM1IUM.—For 10 subscribers 
to “CHILDREN’S Hour,” at $1.25 each, we will send, 
as a premium, a Boy’s TooL-CHEsT, containing fi/- 
teen different tools, of good size and best quality. 
For 5 subscribers, at $1.25 each, a MINIATURE TOOL- 
Box, containing nine tools, of fine quality, goodand 
strong, all fitting in one patent handle. 

DOLL PREMIUM.—For 6 subscribers to “CHIL- 
DREN’S Hour,” at $1.25 each, we will send, express 
charge pre-paid (except to Pacific States), a beautiful 
wax doll, with eyes that open and shut. 

SEWING MACHINE PREMIUM.—For 50 sub- 
scribers to ‘‘CHILDREN’S HOUR,” at $1.25 each, we 
will send a BARTRAM & FANTON $55 SEWING Ma- 
CHINE. If a double thread machine is wanted, we 
can, for 60 subscribers, at $1.25 each, send the $60 
Empire Machine. These are, in all respects, equal to 
any in market, e 

MASON & HAMLIN’S ORGANS.—We can offer 
to schools and families most advantageous and 
easy terms on this premium: 

For 90 subscribers, at $1.25 each, we will send a 
MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN, price $50. 

For 135 subscribers, at $1.25 each, we will send a 
MASon & HAMLIN ORGAN, price $100, 

For 200 subscribers, at $1.25 each, we will send a 
MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN, price $150. 

In almost any Day or Sunday-school, if. chil- 
on aoe teachers ‘nite in the work of making up 
a list for ‘“‘ THE Hour,” an Organ may easily be ob- 
tained. 

Bar Inall cases where a full list of subscribers re- 

ired for a premium cannot be made up, a CASH 
IF FERENCE will be taken. 


7. S. ARTHUR & SONS, 
809 & 811 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 











TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by 
G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 
hints for the Sunday-school teacher, It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the 
Community to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard. Tt also embraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute it in their schools, Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 





NEW EDITION. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL 
INDEX. 


BY R. G. PARDEE, A. M., 


With an accurate steel-plate portrait and an inte- 
resting biographical sketch of the author. This 
valuable work, which has had the largest sale of 
any volume of its character in so short a time after 
its publication; contains the History and Progress 
of Sunday-Schools, with Approved Modes of In- 
struction, Examples in Illustrative, Pictorial and 
Object-Teaching; also, the Use of the Blackboard, 
Management of Infant-Classes, Teachers’ Meetings, 
Conventions, Institutes, etc., ete. It is a book that 
should be within reach of every superintendent 
and teacher in the land, asit plain and practical, 
and a standard authority on the subjects to which 
it refers. Price, $1.25. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., Publishers, 
6083 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





The Most Popular Juvenile Magazine 
in America. 


FREE! FREE!! 








All new subscribers to THE LITTLE CORPORAL 
whose names and money arein before the end of 
November, will receive the November and Decem- 
ber Nos. of 1869 FREE! 





Little Corporal, 


TERMS, ONE DOLLAR A YEAR. 








VHE LITTLE CORPORAL has a larger circu- 
lation than any other Juvenile Magiuzine in the 
world, and is better worth the price than any other 
magazine ever published. 

Because of its immense circulation, we are en- 
abled to furnish it at the low price of ONE DOLLAR 
A YEAR; Six copies, one year, $5; single number, 
12cents; or free to any one who will try to raise a 
club. Beautiful premiums for clubs, 

Subscribe NOW. Back numbers can always be 
sent. Address 


ALFRED L. SEWELL & CO., Pusisuers, 


Office of The Little Corporal, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 





P.S.—We also publish the following: 


“The School Festival,” 


An Original Quarterly Magazine, devoted exclu- 
sively to School Entertainments, Exhibitions, 
Tableaux, &c. Price Fifty Cents a year. Sample 
copy 15 cents. 

Address as above, 


ALFRED L. SEWELL &CO., PusutsHers, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


s@- EVERY SUBSCRIBER -wa 
Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and tial patent 


Binders, It will last from year toyear. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20. 
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A NEW MUSIC-BOOK 
FOR SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


ECHO 
To HAPPY VOICES. 
7 THE 


American Tract Society, N.Y. 
Will issue the above about November Ist. The 
Hymns and Tunes are chiefly new and excellent 


Sr equal in every respect to “Happy Vorcgs.” 
rice 
H. N. THISSELL, Dist. Sec’'y, Penn’a Branch 
-1408 CHESTNUT STREET, Philad’a, 
Rev. GLEN WOOD, Dist. Sec’y, N. W. Branch, 
45 MADISON STREET, Chicago. 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 








Per doz, 

A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, - - 96c. 
A Message from the Border-Land, - - 60c, 
A Useful Life and Fragrant Memory, - 60c. 
God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 

Scholar, - - - + © -2© -« -« $69 
Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - = 86c, 
The Teacher’s Crown, - ~ - - - 36c 


4@- On receipt of 30 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, by 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 


608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





THE 
American Sunday-School Union 


HAS 


JUST PUBLISHED 


JESSIE BURTON; or, Danger in Delay. 
16mo, cloth, 322 pp. $1.00. 

RUBY ADAMS:3 or, A Vocation Wanted. 
By the author of “ Helpless Christie.” 16mo, 
cloth. 90 cents. 

PERVERSE PUSSY. By the author of 
“The Leighton Children.” 18mo, muslin. 45 cts. 

ALL HANDSOMELY ILLUSTRATED, 

and otherwise attractive to young readers, 

The attention of Pastors, Superintendents and 
Teachers is invited to the large and beautiful assort- 
ment of Prints, Cards, Helps for Teachers, &c., just 
received from London, 

For sale ic 


th 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





EXAMINE THIS 
CHEAP HYMN-BOOK. 


“A FEW NOTES,” 


Is the title of a small collection of fifteen beautiful 
Hymns, with Music, for Sabbath-schools recently 
published. It contains some delightful pieces for 
Anniversaries, Monthly Concerts and other similar 
occasions. $3 per hundred; 40 cents per dozen. At 
these rates they will be sent by mail, post-paid. 
Sample on receipt of stamp for postage. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CoO., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 


HE FOURTH ANNUAL. SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
INSTITUTE for South Central New York, (18 
Counties,) including the Counties of Schuyler, 
Yates, Chemung, Tompkins, Tioga, Broome, Cort- 
land, Chenango, Madison, Delaware, Sullivan, Ot- 
sego and Schoharie, will be held in the Presbyte- 
rian church, Deposit, Broome County, 23d of No- 
vember, 1869, to last three days. Conductors: Rev. 
Edward Taylor, D. D., Binghamton; Rev. J. E. 
Latimer, Peun Yan; Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, El- 
mira. All persons intending to be present are re- 
uested to send their names to James A, Clark 
hsq. Deposit, as early as possible. All Evangelical 
Sunday-schools in these 13 Counties are cordially 
invited to be present by Pastors and Delegates. 
By order of Institute, CHARLES HOPKINS, 
Dist. Sec. of Sunday-schools for South Central N. Y. 
Dated at Norwich, N. Y., Oct, 23, 1869, 





25 and $30 pr 100. Single Nemes 80c and 35c. ~ 
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“THE 


ChristianatWork, ”’ 


A Large Monthly Journal, 
DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF 


Aggressive Christianity, 
735 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


Rev. STEPHEN H. TYNG, Jr., Editor. 
Rey. J. B. WATERBURY, D.D., Asso. Ed. 


a eu ame, \ Office Editors. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE: 
. JOS. T. DURYEA, D. D., Presbyterian. 
. STEPHEN H. TYNG, Jr. Episcopal. 
. GEO. LANSING TAYLOR, Methodist. 
. W. I. BUDINGTON, D. D., Congregational. 
. H. G. WESTON, D. D., es 
Rev. T. W. CHAMBERS, D.'D., Dutch Reformed. 

. G. C. HOLLIS, Lutheran. 
. A. C. ROE, Representing other Evangelical 
Denominations. 





e 
bt 





Terms:—Payable in Advance. 
Single Copy, 75 cents; 5 Copies, 70 cents each; 
10 Copies, 60 cents each; 25 Copies, 50 cents each; 


50 Copies, 45 cents each; 100 Copies,‘or more, 40 cents 
each per year. 


CIRCULATION. 
The circulation of THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK 


exceds that of any other large Religious Journal in 
America, 


DEPARTMENTS. 
THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK 
IN HIMSELF. 
IN THE FAMILY. 
IN THE CHURCH. 
IN THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 
IN THE YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, 
AMONG THE MASSES. 
IN GENERAL WELL DOING. 
The last-named Department includes Work for 


= — AND FALLEN, NEGLECTED CHILDREN, 
etc., etc. 


From Hundreds of Kind Letters and Testimonials 
we give the following : 
FROM JAY COOKE. 
PHILADELPHIA, April 5, 1869, 
H. W. ADAMS: Send me one hundred copies of 
Christian at Work, and three hundred copies of 
Goot Words, best paper, for one year, beginnin 
wit ‘rst number of Good Words. Send bil 
w it. Traly yours, 
ov 





and 
JAY COOKE. 
< Se 


ss FROM PROF. MORSE, 


.” JNTOR OF THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH. 
RY blisher Christian at Work—Sir: Please send me 
Yr sopies for one year, of your excellent paper, The 

aristian at Work, and may God prosper your en- 
éerprise. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL F. B. MORSE 


From BisHop M’ILVAINE, OF OHIO. 
Editor Christian at Work—Rev. and Dear Sir: I re- 
ceived this week The Christian at Work. I had 
not seen the paper before. It seems to me just 
what is needed—Christian—and at work; Christ 
and his salvation ; sinners sought and found; Chris- 
tians laboring to bring the lost to Christ; He bless- 
ing—and constantly saying, Go out—ca!l—bring— 
ray—I ever live to rescue and save. May God bless 
he paper and keep it ever wise and prudent, ear- 
nest and loving—catholic and Protestant—devoted 
to the one end of saving sinners, 
Yours, very truly, CHAS. P. M’ILVAINE. 


HEAD OF THE LIST. 
Post- Office, Wheaton, Iil. 

Publisher Christian at Work—Dear Brother: In- 
closed please find list of fifty names for The Chris- 
tian at Work. 

As I am in the post office, I have a good opportu- 
nity to present the claims of the paper. I have thir- 
teen publications which come to my adiress, this 
sor | the fourteenth, and I place it at the head of 
the list. May God bless und prosper the work. 

Your brother in Christ. L. W. MILLS. 


SPECIMEN COPIES. 


A Copy of THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK mailed 
po months, for examination, on receipt of fifteen 
cents. 

Three different numbers of GOOD WORDS (our 
illustrated paper, ordered as above by Jay Cooke, 
Esq.), mailed for examination, on receipt of five 
cents. Address 


Hi. W. ADAMS, 
735 Broadway, New York. 











LIFE-SCENES 


THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


BY REV. GEORGE JONES, M. A. 





12mo. Maps and Illustrations. $2. 

Theextensive demand for the former similar work 
by this author—“LIFE SCENES FROM THE Four Gos- 
PELS’’—and the numerous and constantly increas- 
ing proofs of its usefulness, have induced Mr, Jones 
to undertake the more difficult effort to make a 

resent reality of the times and scenes of the Old 

estament Patriarchs, He has tried tosweep away 
the mists with which intervening es and our 
peg: 4 impressions in Scripture reading have invest- 
ed these events, and to place before us the men as 
they were,—human beings with our instincts and 
capacities ;—and while carefully avoiding all mere 
creations of fancy, to give to the incidents of their 
lives a freshness in our apprehensions, and a full- 
ness and vividness that must greatly add to their 
interest in our Bible readings. 

He has brought to his aid the result of most ex- 
tensive study of books, aud some personal observa- 
tions in the countries of which he treats. His book 
leads us over portions of Scripture history, which, 
among the numerous recent publications in Bible 
lands and incidents, are nye me thdag but little 
explored; and some of these chapters have on this 
account a@ peculiar freshness as well as interest. 
The one on “Ur of the Chaldees,” exhibiting the 
late discoveries in that region, and the strongly en- 
ticing allurements from which Abraham emerged 
to be a witness for God gives to this latter event al- 
together a new aspect; and again, the parallelism 
between the distinctive characters of the Pharaohs 
who ruled during the slavery of the Israelites and 
the changing history of the latter, as we can trace 
this parallelism on the Egyptian monuments, is a 
particularly interesting subject, now exhibited for 
the first time in Mr. Jones’s book. The profiles of 
the Pharaohs, taken from the great work of Lep- 
sius, 13 vols., royal folio, and here carefully given 
correspond in aremarkable degree to the severa 
dispositions of these monarchs. Another chapter 
in this book, connected with Abraham’s contract 
for the tomb-caves at Hebron, and showing the 
manner in which alphabets—our own among them 
—were originally made, is one that for the enlight- 
enment it gives our mind on a most interesting 
pn ny will by some be considered alone worth the 
price of the book, 
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RARE AND VALUABLE 
THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 











The attention of the Clergy and others is particu- 
larly invited to our large and select assortment of 
Religious Works, embracing the current Theological 
issues of the day, and a great variety of scarce au- 


thors, not often to be met with in ordinary book- 
stores. 


4a- New works received as soon as published, 
49 Second-hand Books bought or exchanged. 
4a@~ Send for our complete Catalogue. 


SMITH, ENGLISH & CO., 
BOOKSELLERS AND IMPORTERS, 
NO. 23 NORTH SIXTH STREET, PHILAD’A. 





se— LIBRARIANS-——“@a 


Wishing to economize both time and labor, should 


‘examine the “Check System Library Register,” 


now in use in Twelve Hundred Schools. Send stamp 
for a description to the publishers of this paper. 


PIANOS, (435 Broome St., New York. ]ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


We can furnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.00. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


2 se 
Burdett Combination Organ 
(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our newscale, medium-sized 7 
octave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 
Ya yan for cash. Sold on installmeiits, or rented. 
Price-lists sent to any address. 








New Sunday-School Music. 


“BRIGHT JEWELS.” 
120.000 Copies Sold. 


Send 25 Cents for a Specimen, 


“FRESH LAURELS,” 
500,000 Sold in Two Years! 











“GOLDEN CHAIN,” “SHOWER,” “‘CENSER,” 
“GOLDEN TRIO,” and “CLARIONA,” are still the 
old standards, and never fail to satisfy all who use 
them. #@Sold by Booksellers generally. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, New York, 


(Successors to Wm. B. BRADBURY.) 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL SPEAKER, 


Arranged by Mrs. O. AUGUSTA CHENEY. 


A want has long been felt for just such a collec- 
tion as this is, adapted tothe Festivals and Con- 
certs that do so much to create an enthusiasm and 
love for our Sabbath-Schools. Several very sweet 
and simple sacred ballads are given, with a few 
dialogues and concert exercises. Price 50 cents; by 
mail 62cents. For sale by 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 
608 ARCH STEET, 
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OXFORD BIBLES. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BIBLE. Printed in clear 
type and well bound in arabesque. cents. 
THE PEW BIBLE. Printed in large type and 
bound in morocco, $2.00; Turkey morocco, $3.00. 
THE TEACHER'S BIBLE. Printed on fine paper 
in beautiful type, with References and Maps, and 
an Index to the persons, places, and subjects oc- 
curring in the Scriptures. French morocco, $3.00, 
or Turkey morocco, 00, 
THE CLERGYMAN’S BIBLE. Printed in large, 
Clear type, with References and Maps, and an 
Index to the persons, places, and rhe, eo occur- 
ring in the Scriptures. Bound in Turkey mo- 
rocco, $4.00. 

The above mailed free on receipt of price, by 
THOS. NELSON & SONS, 52 Bleecker St., N. Y. 











THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Constdering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

-Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, 

2¥o paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, te any one who will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done. 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers. 
ARCH STREET, ° 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
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